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ANEW-YEAR’SADDRESS. 


T the commencement of the 
d New Year, the Editors of 
the “ Magazine” wish its readers 
the enjoyment of the rich bles- 
sings of Divine Providence, and a 
portion in the promises of God’s 
infinite grace. While we have 
been enabled by their liberali- 
ty to continue this public :tion, 
which has now circulated in this, 
and the adjacent States, for thir- 
teen years, it has been our con- 
stant exertion to render it wor- 
thy of the attention of their pat- 
rons, and to make it conducive 
to the promotion of their immor- 
tal interests. 

At the opening of the year, a 
few reflections, naturally suggest- 
ed by the occasion, may justly 
claim our attention. By the care 
of God our holy Preserver, who 
has kept us through the past 





year, we are enabled to enter 
upon another, in the enjoyment | 
of many mercies, and with ma- | 
ny favorable prospects. How 
poorly have we requited the care 
of Heaven, and the long-suTer- 
ing of God, which have been | 


watching over us and waiting 
upon us, while we have been 
drawing upon the divine mer- 
cies, insensible to our infinite ob- 
ligations. At the commencement 
of the past year, and at various 
periods during its progress, when 
particular events of Provideuce, 
or the faithful whispers of the 
Divine Spirit, have awakened 
the soul to serious thoughtful- 
ness; we made our vows, and 
flattered ourselves with many 
hopes that our past negligence 
and wickedness should be forsa- 
ken, and our affections be more 
devoted to the service of God. 
Many of these resolutions were 
made in times of deep solemni- 
ty, when we felt ourselves, and 
chose to be, in the immediate 
presence of the holy Searcher of 
hearts. These resolutions were 
made under the most just sense 
of divine things, when the mind 
was in the most favorable state to 
form a correct judgment concer- 
ning truth and duty, when pas- 
sion slumbered, and we viewed 
ourselves as we are, beings ac- 
countable and immortal. The 
commencement of the year calls 
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upon us to eonsider our standing 
with God, for we are to be again 
dependent on his mercy. All 
the good which we hope to en- 
joy in the year on which we are 
entering all the capacity for do- 
ing good to oursel.es or others, 
must be derived from the Most 
High, and must be drawn, with- | 





| 
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a careful review of the past, and 
looking with anxious solicitude 
to the future. In the retrospect, 
we discover much to deplore ; 
much which excites our regret ; 
and much to engage our grati- 
tude and confidence. While 
the innumerable errors of our 
conduct naturally produce the 


out any claim, from the fulness | | | deepest regret; while our follies 


of his grace. 
pects then do we enter upon new 
hopes of the divine favors ? Our 
vows of obedience that are past, 
are remembered on high, and it 
is equally known how they have 
been observed. If this has been 
done with a humble fidelity, we 
m:y enter upon new engage- 
ments with safety and hope If 
our past resolutions have been 
forgotten, while they admonish 
us of the accumulated guilt de- 
volving upon us, they show with 
what fearful caution we should 
depend on ourown engagements. 
In the time of resolving, the 
confidence is strong, for the 
power of temptation is not then 
perceived. But in the season 
of trial, our strength is weaken- 
ed, the various scenes which 
conspired to confirm our confi- 
dence, are forgotten, and, except 
the Lord of heaven support us, 
The review 
of any portion of our past life 


truths. But though painful. they 
are not digcouraging; for a 
mighly provision is made for 
the support of the needy, an 
arm is revealed to uphold those 
who would fall. 

As we advance to the artifi- 
cial divisions of time, in the 
progress of our existence, we 
uaturally fey ourselves stand- 
ing on elevated ground, taking 








2 | 
always confirms these solemn | 








With what pros- | and iniquities have been such 


as to excite the most painful as- 
tonishment; we perceive, that, 
notwithstanding all our depar- 
ture from God, he has not with- 
holden his mercies, he has not 
ceased to open the doors of his 
grace.—In turning to the future, 
though the path is shrouded in 
darkness, we know that it is un- 
der the eye of Heaven, we know 
that it is protected by Him who 
hath hitherto upheld us, that 
his faithfulness is unchanging, 
that his truth is eternal. Still, 
the aspect of the future ought 
ever to awaken the deepest so- 
licitude, for the path before us 
is short, when we shill pass a 
changethat will fix our endlesstu- 
turity. The number of our ac- 
quaintance thot have passed this 
change in any past period of our 
recollection, assures us that it is 
near to those who survive. We 
then leave the path in which we 
have hitherto travelled, a path 
of mystery and doubt, of dark- 
ness and light, of hope and fear; 
and enter upon one where all is 
light and glory, or all is despair 
and gloom eternal. 

The consideration of the con- 
tinued long-suffering and mercy 
of God, of the continuance of 
our probationary season, of the 
rapidly-approaching limit of hu- 
man life, call upon us with irre- 
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every futare period of our be- 
ing, with a deep impression of 
its importance, and of the sol- 
emn consequences of which it 
m.y be productive. We now 
begin another year. Some who 
now read this Christian Regis- 
ter with delight, and turn over 
the pages of the successive Num- 
bers with solicitude, to find ti- 


dings of prosperity to the church | 


of God ; before the year shall 
close, will be uniled with the 
church triumphant, where proy- 
er and faith will be for ever lost 
in the vision of the Redeemer. 
Thousands who enter upon the 
year with a confidence, thought- 
less of its eventiul scenes, eager 
in the pursuit of worldly objects, 
assured that these can satisfy the 
soul, instead of seeing its close, 
with the expected earthly en- 
joyments, will be found in a 
state of unmingled wickedness, 
destitute of every alleviatioa, 
destitute of hope. Some. who 
commence the year with hearts 
heavily burdened with divine 
realities, sensible of a load of 
gilt, and of the hardness of that 
heart which rises in opposition 
to a God of holiness, fearful that 
no liberation from the hondage 
of iniquity will ever be obtained, 


daily striving lo moura and pray | 


against every discouragement, 


will find, before its close, the | 


Sun of rightecusness shining up- 
on their souls, their heerts melt- 
ing in tenderness at the view 
of a Saviour’s love, and their 
mouths longing to speak the 
praises of redeeming grace.— 


Some, wilh whom the Spirit of 


God is now affectionately stri- 
ving. who have been brougit to 
see their slate of eternal danger, 
who ave convinced of their guill 
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in the sight of God, and of the 
certain danger of an alienation 
from Christ; by reason of their 
obstinate insubarission, will be 
left to the hardness of sin, to re- 
turn to their former stupidity, 
and to be more confirmed in the 
; ways of evil. In the vicissi- 
‘tudes of human life, some will 
| be deprived of many advantages 
which they pow enjoy for the 
acquisition of divine knowleége, 
and of many benefiis of precept 
and example which are happily 
, calculated to turn the mind to 
divine things, which wili not be 
duly estimated till irrecoverably 
lost. in the changes of the 
present year, many who are now 
ia the enjoyment of tranquil 
prosperity, will be subjected to 
the severe frowns of a holy 
Providence; willbe brought to 
feel that earthly joys are net 
worth the possession, that hu- 
man life is little else than a 
burden. The fondest hopes, the 
fairest expectations, of thou- 
sands, will meet with disappoint- 
ment and loss. 

With such prospects before us, 
what is the refuge of wisdom ? 
There is an Ark, that is an ef- 
| fectual security in every tem- 
‘pest. There isa Nock, around 

which the buffeting billows of 
adversity perpetually rage, but 
rage Invain. Thercis a Sun 
which steadily shines in every 
idarkness, which enlighteus the 
‘vloom of despordency, which 
i warms the heart of the discon- 
sdlate. ‘There isa Guide, whe 
can smooth the most difficult 
ascent, whocan enlighten the 
path of perplexity. There isa 





; 
' 





ae 


ae 


life-giving Power, Uhat can ani- 
mate the heaviest icthargy, that 
‘can raise from the deepest de- 
' 







































ae 


SF 
. 


2 
, 


¢ 
; 
‘ 
f. 


—— 
: e* a: 


Pr a oe 


ee er eee ree 


Pee 
x. 











6 A New-Year’s Address. [JAn. 


pression and gloom.—Such is 
Christ. Such is the Saviour, 
offered to every sinner who 
holds a Bible, to every one that 
_kuows the returning Sabbath.— 
Such is the Redeemer, sent of 
God to restore lost man to his 
favor aud bring him to heaven- 
ly peace. 

As we stand at the commence- 
ment of the year, taking a view 
of the moral scene, we perceive 
wilh joy that He who holds the 
government of the world has 
rot been unmindful of his 
Church. His recorded promi- 
ses are, Most clearly, remember- 
ed on high, and they advance 
to Lueir accomplishment. Un- 
affected by temporary changes, 
the holy designs are steadily 
progressing, the long desire of 
prophets and saints begins to ap- 
pear. Whatever evils yet a- 
wait a sinful world, the darkest 
times of the church are un- 
doubtedly, past. The ardent 
and persevering spirit for exten- 
ding the privileges of the gospel, 
which it has pleased God to a- 
waken in his people io such a 
high degree, has given an im- 
pulse to the interests of Zion 
which artificial obstacles cannot 
resist. The efforts of the pres- 
ent day to convey the light of 
divine truth lo the ignorant and 
the perishing, are generaily 
coudueled in a very judicious 
manner. Great exertions have 
been made in various periods of 
the church to extend the pale 
of Christianity, and brivg pagan 
idolaters to the worship of the 
divine Redeemer. Bat in all 
ihese allempts, Usere has been 
but little done to communicate 
the knowledge of the holy serip- 


turcs. Strong amd persevering | 








efforts have been often made to 
enlighten the ignorant, and con- 
vince the unbelieving, of which 
there are always multitudes in 
every part of Christendom, but 
the thought has seldom occur- 
red that this must be done, prin- 
cipally, by the possession of re- 
vealed truth. At present, this 
seems to be the means on which 
the friends of Zion principally 
rely, for the enlargement of its 
borders, for the salvation of sin- 
ners. In these animating events 
we hope that we see the begin- 
ning of the Angel’s flight, who 
will preach the everlasting gospel 
unto them that dwell on the eurih, 
rising over smoking cities aud 
sanguinary plains, to seek out 
the long lost sons of Jacob, and 
the long benighted servants of 
idolatry. In these anim:ting 
scenes, we shall doubtless see 
some ill-judged efforts; but there 
is every reason to believe that 
the effect of the whole will be 
an irrecoverable shock to the 
dominion of error, preparing the 
minds of men to look at the 
character of the divine Naza- 
rene, to study his holy truth, 
and pay allegiance to his high 


| dominion. 


The holy prophets of God 
very clearly point out two states 
of the kingdom of Christ on 
earth. A state of great depres- 
sion, anda stale of high prosper- 
ity. The latter is to succeed 
the former. The transition 
from one to the other, the inter- 
mediate state between the ad- 
versity and the prosperity of the 
church, is not so particularly 
described. A few general sketch- 
es is the most which we have. 
The present time, is, most evi- 
dently, apart of that interest- 
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ing period. Astate of depres- 
sion, consisting inextreme weak- 
ness and corruption, the Chris- 
tian church has long experien- 
ced. From that, it is now ris- 
ing in the strength of the prom- 
ises, to the joys provided for 
the faithful. Some of the evi- 
dences of this truth furnished 
by the present state of the 
world, are the following. A 
more universal belief among 
Christians, than at any former 
time, of a fulure period of gen- 
eral prosperity and peace to the 
church. A _ greatly increased 
acknowledgment of the true 
doctrines of the gospel, which 
have generally been termed the 
doctrines of grace. A general 
expectution among pious people 
of the approach of the deliver- 
ance of Zion, accompanied by 
constant and fervent prayer for 
its accomplishment.. The ex- 
ertions now made by the Chris- 
tian world, by a general co-op- 
eration of all Christian people, 
for the extensive furtherance of 
the gospel; among Jews, Ma- 
hometans, and Pagans. And, 
finally, the mighty efforts of 
Gentilism, apparently, animated 
by the rage of despair, to sub- 
vert the interests of truth. ‘To 
one of these remarks, it may 
be added, that the signal deliv- 
erances of the church of God 
have usually been preceded by 
an ardent expectation of pious 
people, that the Most High 
would soon appear for them.— 
When Moses first offered him- 
self as a deliverer to his oppres- 
sed bretheren in Egypt, they 
would not receive him. At his 
second coming, they received 
the tidings with joy, and readi- 
ly complied with the divine pre- 
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scriptions. ‘They secm to have 
been expecting and waiting for 
the event, for their cry had as- 
cended to God. Previous to 
Israel’s deliverance from Assyr- 
ian Captivity, Daniel, appre- 
hending that the time was ap- 
proaching, was daily on his 
knees, pleading for the restora- 
tion of Zion’s desolated walls. 
In this, we may well conclude, 
he was joined by many of the 
pious captives, who could not 
be compelled to sing the songs 
of Zion to gratify their ruthless 
oppressors. Previous to the 
great advent of the Messiah, a 
general expectation pervaded 
the nations, Asiatics and Euro- 
peans as well as Jews, that an 
extraordinary Personage would 
soon appear, whose coming 
would produce the greatest bies- 
singsto men. This fact is at- 
tested by many heathen authors 
of high reputation. In all these 
cases, the expectations which 
were entertained could never 
have been founded on natural 
or political calculations, but 
must have been derived from 
the prophetic promises of God. 
These expectations were not dis- 
appointed. ‘The general pros- 
pect which now pervades the 
nations, believers and unbeliev- 
ers, of the approach of a period 
of universal peace and prospeti- 
ty to the world, is, in like man- 
ner, derived from the best evi- 
dence, the numerous declara- 
tions of Him in whose hands 
are the destinies of empires, con- 
firmed by all the passing events 
of his providential government. 

In the view of the interests, 
of divine truth to which the pres- 
sent subject naturally leads, we 
are not to overlook the state of 
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religion asnong ourselves. The 
churches in this State,generally, 
enjoy the smiles of the divine 


‘eous judgments of heaven.—- 
Multitudes among us, with eve- 
ry opportunity to attend to their 


favor. ‘There is at the present | immortal interests, are wholly 
time a remarkable union of sen- | regardless of the great salvation. 
timent among the churches and | A fatal indifference to divine 
ministers of the Stale, in those | things possesses the hearts of 
great doctrines which constitute | thousands, while all the terrors of 
the basis of the Christian salva-| the divine law are most clearly 
tion, which were the doctrines | set before them. Many of our 
of the primitive church, of the churches are ina stale of great 
Reformation, and of the New coldness, and inattention, not 
Engtand fathers, which have | indeed contending for error, nor 
been so ably elucidated and de-| hardly striving for the truth. 
fended by the Edwardses, Hop-; The love of the world great- 


kins, Bellamy, and others who 
constitute the eminent Lights of 
the American church. The 
Pastors of our churches, gener- 
ally, are eminently laborious in 
their work, using their exertions 
in various ways, to fulfil the 
ministry which is given them to 
perform, and to lead immortal 
souls to Christ. In the most of 
our societies, religious conferen- 
ces and seasons for prayer are 
often altended, in a humble hope 
of the special blessings of the 
Holy Spirit. To this it becomes 
us to add with grateful acknowl- 
edgments of the divine mercies, 
that, in the year past, many of 
our churches have been refresh- 
ed with the signal visitations of 
divine grace, hopefully bringing 
many souls to an eternal union 
with Christ. In several places 
the presence of the holy Com- 
forter is still strikingly visible. 
Amid our abounding iniquities, 
the God of our fathers, and the 


ly possesses the hearts of nu- 
‘merous Christian professors ; 
while the passing events of the 
day seem to interest their affec- 
tions more deeply than the high 
concerns of the kingdom of 
Christ. Many of our churches 
have long lain without any re- 
Viving visitations of God’s grace, 
and are stil! slumbering inalarm- 
ing apathy. 

A holy God, whose ways are 
unsearchable, hes, in the year 
past, bereaved the churches and 
societies of an uncommon num- 
ber of the venerable servants of 
Christ, whom he has dismissed 
from their earthly labors, to re- 
ceive the reward of their fideli- 
ty in the triumphs of the church 
in glory. It is believed so great 
a number of ministers have nev- 
er been removed froin this State 
by death in any preceding year. 
Among the fathers, we have 
been called to lament the rev- 
ered Murdock, Camp, Jarvis, 





God of Zion has not forgotten to | Benedict, Belden, Foot, Rob- 


be gracious. 


| bins, and Waterman, who could 


On the other hand, we can-! not continue by reason of death. 
not avoid tbe notice of many | While the vigor of life, and the 
things which call fer deep la-| midst of usefulness could not de- 


mentation. Our country is se-| 
vercly chastened with the right-! at the call of that Master; 


tain Ells, Wooker, and Graves; 
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whom they loved to obey, their 
orphan flocks are called to reflect 
on the solemn declaration of 
their Lord, What I do thou knon- 
est not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter. Nor could youth or 
the fond hopes of the church 
plead an exemption for the pi- 
ous Hart, who is called from his 
Jabors in the morning of his 
day ; called by the great Master 
of the vineyard. Those who 
survive in the field of Christ 
will feel admonished to increase 
their diligence, mindful of the 
shortness of the time allotted 
them to labor for their Lord, 
mindful of that account of their 
fidelity te which he will shortly 
eallthem. From the tombs of 
their brethren and fathers they 
hear the voice, “ Christ is a 
good Master, all his promises 
and threatenings are true, be 
watchful, be humble, be faithful, 
and a holy crown of unfading 
glory will shortly be your eter- 
nal portion.” Oh, that the fall- 
ing mantle of these ascending 
servants of Christ, may rest up- 
on their successors.— Blessed be 
God that Jesus lives: The di- 
vine advocate of sinners, the ho- 
ly King of Zion. His truth is 
sure, his promises cannot fail. 


S+o— 


A Summary View of the Duty of 
Self- Examination. 


“NW AN, know thyself,” is 


one of the most useful 
and comprehensive precepts in 
the whole compass ef Christian 
morals. Among the many high- 
ly important and interesting sub- 
jects which religion presents to 
our serions consideration and 

Vor. VIL. No. 1. 
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study, God and our own hearts 
sve the chief. If men coutinue 
ignorant of their Creator, and 
strangers to themselves, of what 
avail willbe the acquisition of 
all other kinds of kuowledge, 
however highly esteemed among 
men? Itis in retirement, and 
by self-converse, that we gradu- 
ally gain the best acquaintance 
with ourselves, and are thereby 
disciplined for the duties and 
difficulties of the world. Self- 
knowledge ought. therefore to 
be the chief study, and self-gov- 
ernment the great business of 
life. These are essential Dran- 
ches of personal piety. 

The consolation, — stability, 
and peace of the Christian de- 
pend, in a considerable degree, 
on an intimate and proper ac- 
quaintance with himself ; but 
an accurate knowledge of our 
true character and spiritual 
state, is not to be attained with- 
out frequent, serious, and im- 
partial investigation. ‘The ap- 
pointed means of attaining this 
knowledge is self-examination ; 
which has for its object a just: 
acquaintance with ourselves, 
particularly with our moral or 
spiritual state before God. The 
object of examining the spiritu- 
al state of our souls before God 
isto ascertain whether we are 
renewed or unrenewed in the 
spirit of our minds, in a state of 
holiness or sin. It isof the ut- 
most importance to know this ; 
because our happiness or misery, 
both here and hereafter, is in- 
separably connected with it— 
Here the first inquiry is not, 
what measure or degree of holi- 
ness or piely we possess; but 
whether we are at all the sub- 
jects of the regenerating and 
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transforming grace of God. On 
the com:mnenecm-alt of self-seru- 
tiny, the question whics it most 


| 


behoves ts toask. is vol Whethe- | 
er, we are “ siroug in the: 


” 


ihe her, 


- 


} but sim. 


faitr ; 
Wiigiag by 


a faitatul coinp i> | 


yison Of our hearts and iives! 


with Scripiure, we are povses. 
sed, in any degree, of that i 
Vine priaciple which purifies 
the heart, operates by holy 
love, and produces a Hfe Jevo- 
ted to God. If this distinction 
be kept ia View, it wiil secure 
the mint from much perplexity 


aut indecision ia the perform. | 


ance of this duly. It should 
be remembered. however, tiaat 
satisfactory evidence of the true 
stiie of our souls is not to be 
attalued o» a single scrulisry, 
however solemn and impartial. 
Tais is ordinvrily the result of 
much eXvrrience and earnest 
prever, of frequent aad vigiluut 


seli-obs: rvtioa, om! of an anx- | 


ious sti'y of the word of God. 
The Scriptures ure the only in- 
fallible test of true religion ; 
and when we have -seertaised 
froin this unerring standard, that 
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fessing Christians are under to 
the practice of this duty, arises 
fron the Divine coinmand.— 
The duty of seif-examin«tion is 
Clearly and expressly enjoined 
i the word of God, Ps. iv. 4. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. Gal. vi. 4. It 
stuns therefore, in this respect, 
on the same jooting as repen- 
tance, faith, or obedicice to the 
Divine will: we have also the 
eXaniple of the holiest men in 
every age of the church, to in- 
cite us to the performance of 
it. 

Bul even if no express com- 
mand had been given to us, the 
obligation of selfscrutiny would 
hercly have been less binding 
than it is. The indispensable 
neevcessity of it would have been 
sufficiently evitent. had we on- 
ly considered the depravity and 
leceithulaessof the human beart, 
the great tendency there is in us 
to fiutter ourselves, our proue- 
ness to form our estimate of our- 
selves fromthe opinion which 
others may express. But, above 

i, tie dreadful and irreparable 


‘ruin which must attend a mis- 


we ore portikers of the grace of | 


Gd. and have comme ced the | 


Christian course, itis then in- 
cunbent on us to examine daily 
what progress we hive mide and 
are miking in the divine life, to 
jaguire whether we are advan- 
cir or tech teg in priction! pi- 


ely. The duty, as it is here | 


Lid) dowa. 
course, an exXimination of the 
tocneer and contuct we main. 
tain in the ordinary intercourse 
of society, and of the consistea- 
cy and correspondence of our 
practice with our professton. 
The ch2ivation which ail pro- 


comprehends, of 


t ke with respect to our real 
character before God, establish- 
es the wecessity of liis duty, 
on the most unquestionable 
grounds, 

Let us consider also, in this 
View, the advantages attending 
it. By esiabling us to penetrate 
i:to theinmost recesses of our 
minds, selinspection will prove 
the hest means to subdue our 
pride, and prejudice, aud to pro- 
mote true humility, circumspec- 
tion, and Christian candor.— 
ft will also lay a rational and 


solid foundation for holy hope 


ant joy, in the immediate pros- 
pect of an eternal world. The 
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almost overwhelming sense of 
past slis, which, not vaireguent- 
ly, rushes on the conscience in 
a dying hour, will, at least, be 
greatly moderated, if not pre- 
veuted, by a stated devout re- 
gard to the duty of seli-exaimin- 
ation through life. Nor is liere 
any tame which will more et- 
fectually diimiiash, it net entire- 
ly remove, the fear of death. 
than a solid scriptural evidence 
of the right state of our souls 
hetore God ; so that when cal- 
ledto encounter with the Jest 
enemy, his terrors will be re- 
moved, and we shailbe enabled. 
through Divine greece, to trie 
ump h over death and the grove, 
Besides this, by frequentiy bring. 
ing ourselves Lo tie test of God’s 
wort, and tinpartially compur- 
ing our heart and file with its 
divine precepts, we shall more 
effectually escape the snares of 
Satan, more Conrislestly main 
tain a conversation becoming 
the Gospel. and walk more wor: 
thy of the holy vec ition where- 
with we are Cailed. 

But in urging the necessity 
and importance of this duty, ii 
is nol to be understood, that the 
most diligent and scrupulous ex- 
amination willever place any 
ove in a holy and safe state 
of mind, or be the means of im- 
portiug a devout or spiritual 
lrame of heart, 
be viewed as the means of as- 
certaining our defects, and thus 
leading us to humble ourselves 
before God in repentance, and 
to implore his grace; of ascer- 
taining also our progress ia the 
divine life, and thus exciting 
our gratitude to Him who has 
by his grace, thus far conducted 
us On our way to the heavenly 
rest, 











Itisrather to | 





On the Duty of Scl/-Examinetion. 1! 


Though the Scriptures pre- 
scribe no particuler rules by 
which we must proceed in the 
dischorge of this cuty. they af- 
ford sufi Cieni information to di- 
rect anc decide all our liguiries. 
Laquestonabdls, it should be 
culered ou Wil the utmost se- 
riousness and deiiberation, and 
vlways accompanied with earn- 
rst prayer ier the Divtie assist- 
ance, and fer the special dir c- 
tion and tiessin.g ef Gos with- 
out which. all our efforts will 
be vain and fruitless. ‘The niost 
geuerar cou ptatat among Chris- 
lisns iu the practice of this duty 
ix, the want of sufi.cicat sted- 
fastness of thonent. Indeed, 
we have tco muc! cause lo de- 
plore the inst.bility of our 
minds inall the duties of devo- 
tion ; esyeci:lly in those which 
ore most spiriual, and which 
call tor the most fixed attention. 

Tu this duty, especially, we 
find the absolute necessily of 
the prowi-ed agency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. lo preserve the mind 
inan intent, aad still mere an 
Liopartial, frame. But while 
we ezrnestly implore the effec- 
tual influence of Divine grace, 
we should on no account omit 
the use of i the other means 
which are adapted lo s-cure the 
proposed end; such os selecting 
the most convenient time thot 
our circumstonees will allow for 
retivement, taking corre to pre- 
serve a fithtut recollection of 
those faihures in uty, or ten- 
dencies to failure, which call fer 
pectliar vigilance, and = more 
earnest supplic:tion ; avoiding 
places and persons, which ex- 
.ose us to temptation ; availing 
ourselves of the counsel of in-i- 
cious friends, with all those 
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13 On the Duty of Self-Examination. [Jan. 


ecriptural means which the prov-| mer moral condition and habits; 
ider.ce of Goa provides for us, | particularly ut the time when 


In every part of the proposed | 
investigation, the d,oly Spirit) 
of God must be our guide, and 
the Scriptures our only rule of | 
jucgment ; and the scrutiny, to | 
be « ffectual, must be careful, im- | 
partial, and rigorous. A tran-' 
sient glance, or a Casual view, 
will be insufiicient and unavail- 
ing. The human heart is “ de- | 
ceitlul above all things, aud des- 
perately wicked,” and must be | 
examined in every variety of as- 
pect, and especially in respect 
to the tendency of its prevail- | 
Ing desires, and prevailing hab- | 
its, both of thought and action. 

We can never form a rigiit 
judgment of ourselves, from 
partial and detached views of 
our feclings, character, and con- 
duct. We must pay an univer- 
sal regard to the will of God.— 
Instead of comparing ourselves 
in ali the parts of faith and da- 
ty with the whole of the Divine 
jaw, we are apt to rest on some 
one line or course of conduct, or 
some separate set of actions, 
as an evidence that allis well) 
with us. This, however, will | 
not do. We must honestly aim | 
to know, from a careful com- | 
parison of our whole spirit, tem- 
per. and conduct, with the direc- 
tions and requisitions of Scrip- 
ture, what itis which may be 
fairly said to distinguish our 
character, and to give a decided | 
denomination to our moral and 
religious state. 

With the view of still more 
satislactorily ascertaining, whe- 
ther a redical change has been 
effected in our hearts and lives, 
we ought impartially to com- 
pare our present with our for- 








we had ue serious corcern about 
the salvation of our soul. In 
this scrutiny, we should well 
weigh the differei.ce between the 
predominant principles and pur- 
suits of our heart and life, now 
and formerly, as well as the mo- 
tives Which have influenced the 
change. Do we conscientiously 
abhor and abstain from whatever 
gratified our carnal propensities 
in the days of our ignorance aud 
sin ? Have we relinquished the 
world, as our ulltemute rest: and 
portion, as the prevailing object 
of our Cares and anxieties ; and 
are we Dow secking our supreme 
salisluction in the favor and 
service, and everlasting enjoy- 
ment of God? Are we so en- 
lightened as to perceive the infi- 


nite value and importance of 


divine and spiritual things, and 
to prefer and delight in them a- 
bove all the pleasures and pos- 
sessions o/ the present life ? In 
these respects. has a perceptible 
change been effected in the de- 
liberate assent of our underst:.nd- 
ing, the determination of our will, 
and the delight of our affections ? 
If so, a Divine renovation has 
been wrought in us; we are tru- 
ly renewed in the Divine image. 
This is a plain and safe rule, by 
which to judge of our moral 
character and conduct. But 
then our estimate must be Laken, 
not irom any temporary emo- 
tious. or transient feelings, how- 


ever raptuous, but from the set- 


tled choice and decision of the 
heart and the prevailing tenor 
of the conduct. The real pre- 
dominant bias of the mind, is 
indeed the truest criterion of 
character. Men yainly imagine 














18i4.] 


that what merely dwells in their 
thoughts can scarcely be said to 
have an existence ; at least. that 
jt dees nol at all go to constitute 
our real character. But: in truth. 
we are that belore God, which 
we are ip the main bent of our 
thoughts. ‘The hope, and con- 
sequently the happiness, of the 
Christian, in the contemplation 
of his spiritual state, must, if it 
be well founded, be supported 
by a firm and settled conviction, 
that God and eternal things 
have a decided preference in our 
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of new and divine feelings and 
affections, aversions and atlach- 
ments, joys and sorrows, desires 
and apprehensions. He has for- 
med a ew and just estimate of 
the present and future life, has 
adopted new principlesol thought 
and aclion, directs his endeav- 
ors to new ends, and is governed 
by new motives. 





regards over every other object; | 


that heavenly and holy desires | 


and affections have (thoug! not 
without much alloy, infirmity, 
and imperiection) the supreme, 
if not the undisturbed, posses- 
sion of our hearts. 

The person who can say with 
truth, that he sincerely seeks 
the favor of God, and conformi- 
ty to his image, in preference to 
every thing else; that he de- 
lights in the service of God, in- 
comparably more than in any 
other gratification ; that to obey 
God, and to enjoy him both 
here and herealter, is the chiel 
pursuit of his lile : that person 


may rest assured, that a saving | 


change has been wrought ta his 


heart: he possesses the best | 
proof that he is in a state ol 


acceptance with God, and an 
heir of eternal lile. 

For what is the proof that a- 
ny man “isborn of God?” It 
is, that he is renewed in the 
spirit of his mind ; and is become 
“a new creature ;” 


By attending to these general 
principles, we shall surely find 
no difiicully in determining whe- 
ther sin or holiness has the do- 
ulinion over us, and whether the 
coucerns of lime or those of e- 
ternity predominate in our souls. 
“To whom ye yield yourselves 
servants lo obey, his servants ye 
are, Whether of siv unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteous- 
ness.” By a fair comparison of 
ourselves with the revealed will 





of God, we may indeed with 
certainty know the state of our 
minds. ‘The charucter and con- 
duct which the grece of God 
and the faith of the Gospel in- 
variably produce, are minutely 
described in the holy scriptures. 
Ii, on comparing ourselves with 
the marks there laid down, we 
find an agreement, the conclu- 
sion is undeniable ; always re- 
membering that the Scriptures 
distinguish the saving operations 
of God on the soul by their pu- 
‘rity and their permanence. We 
should place ourselves, there- 
fore, in the full light of Reve- 
lation, and then examine our 
sculiments by its doctrines, our 
| heart by its spirit, our life by 


that © old | its precepts, and our faith and 


things are passed away, and all | hope by its promises and pros- 


things are become new 3” that 
he has a new and holy direction 


| pects. 
| We shall be greatly assisted 


imparted to all his powers, and in deciding on our siate, by 
passions ; that he is the subject comparing our own character, 
t 
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disposition, and conduct with 
those of the righteous, as_re- 
corded in the word of God, 
where we have an impartial ana 
viadiszuised delineation ef the 
true Christian, under all the va- 
rying circumstances of lite.— 
Here we may beteld, as in a 
BRirror, the movements of mind, 
aud the habits of life waici 
characterize and distinguisa tiie 
mau of God from ali oliers. 
Do we then cordially eater in- 
to the views, and tmpibe and 
exemplify the spirit of tire saints 
of former ages? Do we approve 
and embrace their principles, «s 
recorded in the Winle? Bo we 
walk by the stine rule, aid 
mind the same things ? Are we 
governed by the same Divine 
precepts, comforted by the saine 
great and precious promises, au 
imated by the same immortal 
prospects 2? Do we rejoice in 
hope of the same inheritanc: 
and glory ? Ina werd, are we 
seeking to be saved in the same 
Way; entirely renouncing ou 
own righteousness, in respect to 
our justification before God, aud 
relying only on the periect obe- 
dience, atoning sacrilice, aud 
divine merit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for acce; tance witli God 
and «ternal lite? Do we, with 
all our hearts, approve the de- 
sign, and gratelully embrace 
the method, of Divine mercy, 
revealed in the Gospel tor the 
salvation of sinners ? Jn this 
scruliny, we should not set up 
any standard of our own as the 
test of conversion. A mistaken 
rule of this Kind has misled ma- 
ny pious persons. Scripture and 
experience Clearly prove, that 
the circwmstlances attending the 
conviction and conversion of 


On the Duly of Self-Examinction. 

















[ Jan. 


sinners are not always the same, 
but often mouatertally ailereut. 
Rie polat waica calls lor exa- 
injaation is, not tiie mcre Cir- 
Cummstances alteuuing our re- 
pentance and return to God ; 
but whether the change waich 
we hive expericuced  corres- 
ponds, Ia ils nature and ettects, 
with that chang: of heart «hich 
lie Seripture requires, whe it 
says, putting of the old maa, 
Which Is corrupt, pul on the 
new man, wince alter God ts 
created in rigi Ousiess and cue 
bolivess.” bor it the eilects 
Which are expericueced 1a our 
le iris, and esfiinited ain our 
lives. vith lose which 
are recorded Wilh approhbacon 
of the sults ii the word ol Lod, 
we theu mave solid evideuce of 
our repentsnee ond Couveision, 
tia ame special Wenner are we to 
comp awe wilh iden 
who Was given as au exam, le 
that we might walk in his sieps. 
itis emph ticaily stetea as a 
criplurai Cuai cteristic of real 
Christians, that they are “an 
Christ Jesus.’ the is said to be 
thew éife ; and they are deseri- 
hed as being oxe with him: vi- 
laity united to hin by a living 
jail, they hinbibe bis spirit, se 
as to have the mind in 
them which is also iu him.— 
They imit.te his example, obey 
his commands, rely ov his sceri- 
{ receive from his tuliess, 


agree 


ourse!ves 


Sathic 


fice, 
and © grow up unto him. as their 
living Head, in all things.” 

dul, in performing the duty of 
self-examination, we are to en- 
quire, not only whelher we have 
really commenced the Christian 
course, whether we are really 
“born again of the Spirit; but 
What progress we have made 
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and are making in the Divine 
life. 

‘Tine Christian should be “ go- 
ing on unto perieclion,” * press- 
ing toward the mark for the 
prize of his high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” it’ has been 
oftea said) with great truth, that 
there ts no standicg still in the 
Christian life ; for if we are not 


advancing in it. we shall be de- | 
We are exhorted to | 


clining. 
give all diligence to add to our 
faith, virtue. Kno* ledge, tem- 
perance, patience, &c.; and cer- 
tainly, if religion does not make 
us “holy in all manner of con- 
versation, as he who hath called 
us is holy,” it effects nothing for 
us to any Valuable purpose. But, 
then, let us not suppose that it 
is designed by God to accom- 
plish this end for us all at once : 
no, our sanctification Is a grad- 
ually progressive work. If we 
would know whether we are be- 
coming more and more meet for 
the iaheritance of the saints in 
light, we must ascertain whether 
we are advancing in knowledge, 
in holiness, in humility, in con- 
formity to the image of God. 
Growth in grace may be known 
by the increasing vigor, delight, 
aud spirituality of our minds in 
devotional duties, especially 
those which are private and per- 
sonal; as the private perusal 


and study of the Scriptures, se- | 
cret prayer, meditation on di- | 


vine subjects, self-denial, and 
waichfulness. Our progress in 
religion may be known by the 
increased frequency and fervor 
of our desires for complete de- 
liverance from all sin,and perfect 
conformity to the image of God ; 
and by our joyful anticipations 
of heaven, as a state of spotless 
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| purity, as well as of safety and 
bliss. 

In the scrutiny we make into 
our outward conduct, the grand 
inquiry is, whether we are living 
‘uswerably to our Christian priv- 
ileges and profession. Are we 
glovifyiug God in all things >— 





| state of our hearts. 


| But here it wili be necessary to 


be more particular. First, then, 
What is our temper and deport- 
ment in our intercourse with our 


| families and relative connec- 


tions ? Our conduct ia the most 


‘intimate of those social circles 
,in which we move, is perhaps 


the truest test of the habituai 
Do we ex- 
emplify, in our freest and most 
unrestrained hours. that spiritu- 
ality of mind which is calcula- 
ted to produce in the hearts of 
those around us a conviction of 
the reality and importance of re- 
ligion ? Has Jehovah not only a 
domestic altar in our dwellings, 
but do we practically say. “ As 
for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord;” and is our 
conversation ordinarily in hea- 
ven? Do we discover to those 
who are most intimate with us, 
that our religious principles have 
had the effect of sweetening our 
tempers, purifying our motives, 
subduing our passions, mortify- 
ing our evil propensities, aud 





| governing our lives? It is not 
only a possible, but comparative- 
ly an easy, thing to abstain from 
the outward and grosser immo- 
ralilies, which prevail in the 
world through lust, but yet at 
the same time to be the slaves 
of some unhallowed temper at 
home. There are even, it is to 
be feared, some persons profes- 
sing Christianity, who keep 
themselves externally unspotted 
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from the world, while they are 
a prey to some guiiiy passion in 
secret. We may conduct our- 
selves unblameably before men, 
and yet suffer our hearts to re- 
main considerably under the in- 
fluence, if not under the domin- 
iion, of pride, peevishuess, envy, 
malice, or of a selfish, a covet- 
ous, ora sensttal spirit. How 
affecting is it, to see men, who 





profess to have their supreme | 


treasure in heaven, shewing, by 
the whole course of their con- 
duct, that they still seek their 


things do not predominate to 


[ Jan, 


considered real religion to con- 
sist exclusively in certain emo- 
tions and ecstacies of mind, 
without in the least attending 
to the general tenor of their 
outward conduct ; while others, 
observing how little the prac- 
tice and temper of many profes- 
sing Christians correspond with 
what they profess to feel. entire- 
ly discard the consideration of 
inward emotions, and look only 
to the outward conduct. Both 
err. By properly regarding the 


operations of our minds, as well 
happiness on earth! If these | 


such a degree as to impeach | 
our sincerity, they yet will, in’ 
proportion as they prevail, mar | 


our peace, impede our useful- 
ness, bring distress on our minds, 
and bea reproach to the religion 
we profess. 

But it is also incumbent on us 
to inquire into our conduct as 
members of civil society. Is 
our particular engagement, pur- 


sitit, and business in life, Lawful ? | faith. 


\ 





as the tenor of our outward con- 
duct, we are in less danger of 
being deceived. ‘The one isa 
check upon the other ; and it is 
only when our feelings and con- 
duct correspond with each oth- 
er, and with Scripture, that we 
have any well-grounded evi- 
dence of our being in the right 
Way. 

We should, further, particu- 
larly, examine how we feel and 
act towards ouv brethren in the 
An affection for all who 


are our dealings in the world | bear the image of Christ, is one 


conscientiously regulated by the 


| 


of the scriptural marks of true 


word of God? And here it is | conversion: “TTereby we know 


not the actions only that will 
require to be examined, for 
these are j 
but the principles, the motives, 
the springs of our conduct: these 
call for the closest scrutiny, and 
ought to be followed through 
their most secret windings. It 
is plain fram Scripture, that 
growth in grace is marked by 
an increasing circumspection in 
our common and daily deport- 
ment, an holy care and watch- 
fulness over our ordinary con- 
versation and transactions in 
life. 

In this respect, many persons 
have greally erred: some have 


sufficiently obvious, | 





that'we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” If, then, we are of 
the household of faith, we shall 
feel that we have an unity of 
interest, principle, and affection 


_with all who love our Lord Je- 


sus Christ in sincerity ;—we 
shall esteem them the excellent 
of the earth, and take them as 
our chosen companions and 
friends ;—and we shall shew our 
regard to them by cheerfully 
co-operating with them, to the 
utmost of our power, in support- 
ing and advancing the ,cause of 


God in the world. 
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To close this branch of the 
subject, I will merely add, that 
the duty of self-examination ex- 
tends not only to our sins, fail- 
ings, and sinful propensities, but 
to our prejudices, and our er- 
rors in judgment: not only to 
our external conduct, but to our 
opinions, to our creed, and to 
the foundation of our faith. 
There cab be no doubt, if we re- 
ceive the divine testimony, that 
there exists an imseperable con- 
nection between faith and prac- 
tice; and that the faith of 
Christ produces a set of opinions 
and feelings, and a course of ¢on- 
duct, peculiar to itself. 

It maynowbe proper to consid- 
er the time when this duty should 
be attended to. Besides that 
daily vigilance which we ought 
to exercise, and that more Ccare- 
ful self-inspection which should 
accompany every Lord’s day, it 
is highly expedient that certain 
periods should be fixed for a still 
more solemn performance of this 
duty. 

It is, however, unadvisable to 
select, forthe performance of this 
duty, a time when we are under 
a deep and affecting sense of our 
own sinfulness and corruption, 
or when we are overwhelmed 
with temptation, and are in 
great darkness and distress of 
mind. Neither should we choose 
for this exercise, the time when 
we are more than ordinarily fa- 
vored with a joyful and trium- 
phant state of mind. In either 
case, we shall be very likely to 
draw conclusions from the par- 
ticular impressions of the mo- 
ment which would not be war- 
ranted by a view of our habitu- 
al state. In the former case, 
we should be apt to write un 


Von. VIL. No. 1. 





/and severe things against our- 


selves; and in the latter. to 
think more highly of ourselves 
than we ought to think. 

With these exceptions, it will 
be proper to engage in this duty 
whenever we are about to re- 
ceive the Lord’s supper; and 
for this we have au express 
command of God, 1 Cor. xi. 
28. ;—also, on our entering in- 
to any new condition or relation 
of life, the nature of which will 
lay us under new obligations, 
expose us to new trials, and call 
for the additional exercise of 
Christian grace ;—and, moreo- 
ver, when we Commence any 
remarkable period of time, as 
the entrance of a new year, the 
anniversary of our birth, or the 
annual return of the day on 
which a parent or near relative 
died. These and similar sea- 
sons seem to be well adapted 
for self-scrutiny and serious re- 
flection. 

It is necessary further to re- 
mark, that whatever be the par- 
ticular point to which at any 
time we direct our inquiry, we 
should examine it narrowly, and 
rigorously probe every purpose 
of the heart which has a refer- 
ence to it. It is hardly possible 
to enter too closely and deeply 
into the scrutiny of our hearts ; 
and this scrutiny should be un- 
dertaken with an anxious desire 
to promote repentance and hu- 
miliation of soul, and renewed 
acts of faith and holy obedience. 
But having done our utmost to 
be secure from self-deception, we 
must still say, with the Psalmist, 
“ Search me, O God, and know 
my heart; try me and know 
my thoughts: and see if there 


just] be any wicked way in me, and 
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18 Address to the Public on 
lead me in the way everlast- 
ing.” ‘The necessity of this ricor- 
ous investigation will be siore 
obvious, if we consider that il is 
not our being right in ove thing, 
which will prove that our state is 
right in the sight of God: on the 
contrary, we must ever remem- 
ber, that, while some deiect in 
the exercise of the Christian 
graces will always attend us in 
the preseiit life, the total ab- 
sence of any one such grece is 
inconsistent with real godliness. 

Whenever we engage in this 


duty, we should particularly | 


pray that we may be enabled to 
keep in view the mediation, sa- 
crifice, and intercession of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we may 
not be immoderately depressed 
or discouraged. A clear percep- 
tion of tho infinite and abiding 
merit of our Saviour, and a firm 
reliance on the all-sufficiency of 
his grace, will not only preserve 
us from sinking into desponden- 
cy, but inspire us with holy 
hope and confidence in the Di- 
vine mercy. 

In examining ourselves, we 
should not fail to observe what 
isright in our hearts and con- 
duct, in order that we may give 
God the glory,and derive thence 
encouragement and comfort to 
our souls. It is no part of true 
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humility to overlook or under. 
value what divine grace has ac. 
complished on our behalf. It 
is, however, a still more essen- 
tial part of this scrutiny to de- 
tect and mark whatever is 
wrong ; that we may be duly 
humbled on aecount of it, and 





turn from it with penitence and 
contrition of soul, And here let 
(us never forget, that all sins 
| which are not forsaken may be 
cousidered as sins of which we 
have not repented ; and that 
our confessions of such sins, and 
pryfessed sorrew on account of 
| taem, if unsccompanied by con- 
staut watchfulness against them, 
and a vigorous resistance to 
them, must be insincere. If 
this duty be properly performed, 
we shall frequently find it ne- 
cessary to retrace the steps we 
have already taken, and to re- 
peat our earliest and most sol- 
emn engagements with which 
we commenced our religious 
course, and to commend our- 
selves afresh, as depraved, des- 
stitute, and guilty creatures, to 
| the infinite mercy and grace of 
-God through Christ, that we 
may he redeemed from all evil, 
sanclified wholly in body, soul, 
and spirit, and saved with an 
everlasting salvation. G. B. 
[Ch. Ob. 

















— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Address to the Christian P1b- 
lic on the subject of Niissions to 
the Fleathen and Translatiavs of 
the Scrip:tures. 


(Conchided from Vol. VIL p. 473.) 


a ° 
We are anxious to fix your atten- 
tion, Christian brethren, on the 


great object of evangelizing a// na- 
tions ;—an cbject more glorious, 
more worthy of the universai pat- 
ronage and admiration of the peo- 
ple of God, then the tongue can ex- 
press, or the heart conceive ; and 
an object of sure and no very dis- 
tant accomplishment. ‘To this ob- 


ject the eves of Christians in many 
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countries are already most errnest- 
ly directed. The Chrisuan world 
is now, for the first time, reaching 
forward to its attainment, and even 

rasping it by anticipation. In 
Great Britain, the promuigation of 
true religion in every part of the 
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and fervently for the advent of the 
latter-day glory. This topic should 
never be forgotten in the public as- 
sembly, the social circie couvened 
for prayer, the family, nor the clos- 
et. It is uniformly in answer to 
prayer, that Christ appears in his 


earth, and the publication and dis | glory to build up Zion. It isincon- 


tribution of the Scriptures in every 
language, are topics of general and 


sequence of prayer, that spiritual 


| blessings are ever to be expected. 


familiar allusion, as though these | Were 1t possibl:, that prayer should 


stupendous events were at hand, 
aml were even now hailed with de- 


tice that the wisest and the best in- 


formed men in that ewpire, aud in | 


our own Country, partake of these 
joy ful anticipations, and that a sim- 
ilar crisis in the state of the church 
has never beivre been known ;— 
when we observe, that this tone of 
— feeling has been excited not 
»y asudden impulse of enthusiasm, 
but by a patient comparison of the 
word of God with his providence, 
of prophecy with history, by an at- 
tentive consideration of the peculiar 
signs of the times, and by the grad- 
ual operation of causes above the 
powers of man to contrive or com- 
bine ;—we are forced to believe, 
that God has great things to be ac- 
complished by the men of this gen- 
cration, and that, atter punishing 
the nations for their sins, he is about 
to deliver them from the wretched 
bondage in which thev have been 
held. Tothis day the ancient proph- 
ets looked forward with holy rap- 
ture ; for this day the persecuted 
congregations of the faiuatul prayed, 
durmg the gloomy reign of Popish 
superstition; for this day the Re- 
formers labored and suffered; for 
this day the most devout aspirations 
of pious souls have in every age as- 
cended. Shall we, who are so hap- 


py as to see this day, neglect to do | 
our part? Other times have been | 


times of preparation ; the present 
age is emphatically the age of ac- 
tion. Shall we remain idle in this 
‘harvest time of the world?” 

Some may inquire, What shall 
we do? What are the duties pe- 
Culiarly incumbent upon Christians 
at the present time ? T’o these ques- 
tions the following answers are res- 
pecifully submitted. 

Christians should pray constantly 





| Cease to be offered for the auuenni- 
| uni, that blisstu: period would never 
monstrations ot joy. When we ne- | 


arrive ; and the creation would 
groan under the prevalence ef sin 
without hope of deliverance. Dan- 
1e1 understood by books* the time 
appointed tor the restoration of bis 
captive countrymen to their native 
land, and set his face to seek the 
Lord God by prayerand supplication. 
do Christians should understand by 
the sure word of firofthecy, the time 
of general deliverance, and shoukd 
engage in earnest and united prayer. 
hey should pray, in order to awak- 
en their sympathy for the immense 
mu!titude of sufferers throughout the 
world ; to enkindle their own zeal, 
and stimulate others to the gocd 
work of the Lord; and tu prepare 
themselves for all the sacrifices and 
aCtive services, which ti.c nioment- 
ous crisis demands. They should 
pray that Christians may all be uni- 
ted in the greatest effort, which ever 
claimed their aid; and that smaller 
points of difference may °e forgot- 
ten in the great contest between 
Christ and false gods. ‘They should 
pray, that all Missionary societies, 
and all individuals who have an in- 
fluence in the direction of missions 
may be prudent, faithful, and guided 
bv infinite Wisdom ; that the Mis- 
sionaries whom they send may be 
humble, prayerful, courageous anc 
versevering, full of faith and of the 

oly Ghost,—and miay happily ex- 
emplity the doctrines which they 
teach ; that a great and cftectual 
door may be opened for their en- 
trance among the heathen, anc that 
Christ may speedily become the 


fower of God and the w.sdum of 


God to many who shail believe 
through their instrumentaiity ; and 





that a divine blessing may rest on 


* Dan. iv. 2. x 
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all who contribute by their influence, 
their example, their property, or 
their personal labors, to extend the 
limits of the true Church, and gath- 
er Christ’s wandering sheep into one 
foid. 

We take the liberty of stating, in 
this place, that many Christians in 
Great Britain have, since missions 
were fitted out trom that country, 
observed the first Monday evening 
in each month, as a season of pe- 
culiar prayer, bothsocial and secret, 
for the success of missionaries and 
the spread of the Gospel. The 
same time has been devoted to the 
same purpose by Christians in some 
of our towns, since the mission was 
fitted out from this country to Asia. 
Concert is pleasing in the pursuit of 
any desirable object. Let Christians 
who are accustomed to assemble for 
social praver consider, whether this 
concert may not be further extend- 
ed But whether this season be e- 
qually convenient for all or not, we 
earnestly urge upon all the duty of 
stated, particular, persevering pray- 
er for missionaries and those to 
whom they are sent. Let Chris- 
tians raise their voices in unison, 
and adopt the language of the proph- 
et, Kor Zion’s sake will I not hold 
my freace ; for Jerusalem’s sake I 
qwill not rest ; until the righteous- 
ness thereof go forth as bright. 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth. And the Gen- 
tiles shall see thy righteousness, and 
all kings thy glory. 

Another obvious duty, binding up- 
on all Christians, is toshow the sin- 
cerity of their prayers by their prac- 
tice. None, who have read their 
Bibles, ought to be ignorant, that 
they are stewards of whatever they 
possess ; that all their means and 
opportunities of doing good are re- 
corded in the book of (sod’s remem- 
brance ; and that an account must 
be rendered of the manner tn which 
this stewardship has been exercis- 
ed. Who in this favored land, can 
say, that he has not been entrusted 
with at least one talent ? Who can 
be willing to hide that talent ina 
napkin ? How many are there, who 
have their five, their ten, their fifty, 
their hundred talents ? And how un- 
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happy will be their case, if all this 
liberality of Providence shall be 
found at last to have been wasted 
upon them ; to have produced none 
of the good to which it ought to 
have been applied; and to have 
proved its earthly possessors guilty 
of unfaithfulness to the rightful 
Proprietor ? 

he proportion of his property, 
which each Christian should devote 
to public and charitable purposes 
diflers according to the different cir- 
cumstances, in which he is placed, 
and must be left to the decision of 
his own conscience instructed by the 
word of God. But however difficult 
it might be to determine the exact 
amouut which each one should give, 
there can be no hesitation in declar- 
ing, that it should, in all circumstan- 
ces, and at all times, be so great as 
tobe really valued by him who gives 
it, and thus be a real sacrifice in his 
estimation. For a poor widow to 
give her two mites, even allher liv- 
ing, is a great sacrifice ; but for a 
wealthy man to give two hundred 
mites can be no sacrifice at all ; for 
it would not cause him a moment’s 
uneasiness, nor be considered as a 
loss worthy to be mentioned, if he 
were to lose ten times that sum in 
the bottom of thesea. That Chris- 
tians may act with system, and 
yield to each charitable claim its 
proper regard, they will do wisely to 
ascertain, each one for himself, how 
large a sum he ought to bestow 
from year to year ; always remem- 
bering, that it is safer to err on the 
side of generosity than on that of 
parsimony ; that fewerr in giving 
too much, many in witholding more 
thanis meet: and that his decision 
is to be re-examined at the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ. 

Stillless would we venture to in- 
timate the proportion which is due 
to our various Charitable purposes 
now existing in this country. We 
are confident, however that where 
the public have the means of infor- 
mation in relation to such purposes, 
where no invidious comparisons are 
made between the claims of different 
charjtable associations, and no rival- 
ship exists but that which provokes 
to love, and to good works, there is 











reason to believe that Providence 
will direct to a proper distribution of 
pecuniary means. ‘There are many 
charitable institutions, on each of 
which every good man ought to im- 
plore the divine blessing. Perhaps 
no one of them receives so much pa- 
tronage, as it deserves, and might 
very usefully employ. Let it be the 
endeavor of the purticular friends of 
each toincrease the general stock of 
benevolence, trusting, that if this be 
done, adi benevolent designs will re- 
ceive a rapidly increasing patron- 
age. 

There is one objection to sending 
missionaries abroad so comnicn, and 
so plausible at first view, that it 
ought to be mentioned here. Itis 
this: That many ministers of the 
Gospel, more than can at present 
be supplied, are imperiously need- 
ed at home. This objection states 
a melancholy truth, but proceeds 
on a mistaken principle. If the 
apostles had argued thus, they nev- 
er would have quitted Jucea ; the 
Gentiles would never have heard 
the Gospel till many ages after the 
Christian era ; our ancestors in 
Britain would never have been con- 
verted, The same objection could 
have been applied, nay, was appii- 
ed, to sending missionaries from 
Connecticut and Massachusetts te 
our new settlements, when the do- 
mestic Missionary Socicties first be- 
gan their operations. 

But not to dwell on this consider- 
ation, there is another which set- 
tles the debate at once ; which is, 
That the readiest and most effica- 
cious method of firomoiing religion 
at home is for Christians to exert 
themselves to sendit abroad. On 
the most thorough examination this 
position will be tound strictly and 
literally true. When missions to 
the heathen were first contemplated 
in England, the above objection was 
strongly urged, and with as great 
plausibility as it ever can be urged 
here. What has been the event? 
‘Phe number of evangelical preach- 
ers and professors of Christianity 
has been increasing in that Country, 
in an unexampled manner, during 
the whole time since the first mis- 


sionaries sailed from England. ‘fhe 
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increase of faithful preachers alone 
has more than tweuty-fold exceed- 
ed the whole number of missionaries 
sent abroad. 

When it was objected on the floor 
of the Senate of Massachusetts to 
the act for incorporating the board 
in whose behalf we speak, that it 
was designed to aflurd the means of 
exporting religion, whereas there 
was none to sfiare fromamoug vur- 
selves ; it was pleasantly and truly 
replied, that religion was a com- 
modity, of which the more we ex- 
ported the more we had remaining. 
However strange this may appear to 
sume, it will not seem strange to him 
who considers the import of these 
words: ZVhere is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth ;and there is that 
withholdeith more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty. He that wa- 
tereth, shall be watered also him- 
self. It is more blessed to give than 
to receive The government of God 
is a government of benevolence ; 
and is intended to Convince us, that 
he, who dves good to others, is most 
secure of receiving good himself.— 
‘The same remark, which was made 
respecting the increase of religion 
in England will apply to this con- 
try, so far as it has been in similar 
circumstances. 

The only remaining duty, which 
our limits permit us to urge upon 
Christians, in relation to this subject, 
is, That they use all the means in 
their power for obtaining informa- 
tion respecting the wants of the 
heathen and the encouragement to 
sufipiort missions. Without inform- 
ation no person can act understand- 
ingly ; but when in possession of a 
simple statement or what has been 
cone, and what is doing, with the 
mouves for perseverance, Chris- 
tians Can act vigorously, unitedly, 
and to good effect. “To be ignorant 
of the state and prospects of the 

Yuurch, at this day, is criminal; 
especially as the means of inform- 
ation are within every person’s 
reach.* 

—~-— 


* The committee would frarticu- 


larly recommend the Rev Dr. 
Divight’s sermon, delivered in 
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We are unwiiling to conclude, 
Without addressing afew words par- 
ticuiarly to our brethren in different 
parts of the country, who have as- 
sociated in Foreign Mission Socie- 
ties, and have committed their 
funds to the disposal of the Board. 





Beloved Brethren, 

We consiier it asa token of great | 
good to our own country, and asa | 
pledge of success in the attempt to | 
convert ihe heathen, thatso many | 
ornaments of our churches and pil- | 
lars ot civil society, have united in | 
devoting a yearly tripute to extend | 
the knowledge of Christ in foreign | 
lands. In every great cause union 
is necessary ; innone more evideut- | 
ly so, than in the one to which all our 
remarks have reference. Union in 
this cause is peculiarly productive 
of happiness. We appeal to your 
own experience, brethren. Is not 
the thought of joming ina work of 
Vast importance to the souls f men 
with multitudes of your fellow Chris- 
tians, widely scattered through the 
world, a thought which dilates the 
heart with joy ? which prompts to 
Christian activity ? which animates 
to prayer and praise ¢ which enno- 
bies the soul, aacl powerfuly re- 
minds it of the dove of Christ which 
jrasses knowledge ? 

Fhe mulutudes among us who 
have lent their influence, and their 
property, to assist in the mighty 





enterprise of converting the hic: 
then, could noi direct their opera- | 
tions to effect unless they had some | 
common bond of union,—some cen- | 
tre of action. Ifthe \ner.can Board | 
of Commissioners for Forergn Mis- | 
sions, secured as it is by an act of 
jucorporation, can iurnish this bond, 
and can so far be and servants of ail, 
as to direct the offerings and bene- 
factions of all to the end tor which | 
thev are designed, the satisfaction 
thence arising wiil be a rich reward 
for the care and labor which so 
——— 

Boston, at the annual meeting of 
the Board on the \6th ult 

Besides the religiou:, M:zazines, 
the History of Missicns, by Mr. 
Eleazer Lord, is highly worthy of 
ferusal, 


| 
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weighty a concern demands. That 
the Board siiall in no case crr, it 
would be presumptucus to engaze ; 
but that their designs are in a high 
degree interesting to all the disci- 
ples of Christ may be safelv af- 
firmed ; and that the measures a- 
dopied by them wiil, with a divine 
blessing, be greatiy conducive to 
the happiest resuits, May reasona- 
biv be hoped. 

it is respectfully recommended to 
Foreign Mission Societies, that this 
address be read at their next annuu- 
al meetings, uuless, pecaliar circuin- 
stances reader it NCoNVvVEenient. 

‘Lhe worthy and pious temales in 


our country, who have associated 


to contribute to the funds of tus 
Board, are deserving of particular 
and affectionate remembrance. Nor 
would we pass over otuer females 
of like character, whose situation 
does not permit them thus to asso- 
ciate, but whose cordial regards to 
the cause nave been expressed by 
individual Gonations. From the 
ume of our Lora’s crucifixion to 
the present day, probably from the 
patriarchal ages, the Jarger pro- 
portion of his most fdiful and de- 
voted followers have been found in 
the female sex. Here is a scene of 
action, in which women may take 
a lively imerest without overstep- 
ping the limits, which a sense of 
propriety has imposed on rtemale 
exertion. Here is an occasion, in 
which thousands of prous females 
Mav express the same affection with 
which the heart of Mary overflow- 
cd, whea she anointed the ieet of 
her Saviour, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head. She did it to 
honor the person of her Lord before 
his burial; they are invited to show 
the same affection. by furnishing the 
means of Calling to sfzrizual life in 
HIM those who are dead in tres- 
fiasses and sins. 

To conciude ; the Board are 
deeply sensible that thev need, and 
are earnestly desirous to receive, the 
co-operation, the good wishes, and 
the prayers,of the numerous friends 
of Christ, who have embarked in 
this cause. “Phe considerate public 
will readily allow, that to examine 
the comparative claims cf many 
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distinct heathen countries ; to se- 
lect the most promising fields of 
action ;—to judge of the qualifica- 
tions of missionaries ;—to mect un- 
expected trials with fortitude and 
undiminished resoiution ;—to anti- 
cipate and supply the wants ot 
distant laborers in the vineyard ;— 
to keep up an extensive foreign 
correspondence ;—to make prompt 
and regular remittances, in the 
changing state of the worid ;—to in- 
struct missionaries in all the un- 
foreseen and difficult cases which 
may occur ;—to manage with skili 
and prudence the pecuniary affairs 
of the institution ;—in short, to dis- 
charge with fidelity, and care, and 
from love to Christ and his disci- 
ples, all the various duties imposed 
upon the members, and especially 
upon the officers of this Board, is 
an arduous work ; a work fraught 
with high and solemn responsibiii- 
ty, which requires much thought, 
constant attention, and frequent la- 
bor, and which makes it proper 
that they, to whom so weighty a 
charge is committed, should soicit 
the affectionate remembraice of 
their brethren, whenever tuey draw 
near to the mercy seat. Enjoying 
this consolation amidst their cares, 
and relying on this source of 
strength and wisdom, the Board 
muy hope to contribute something 
to the advent of the happy period, 
when God shall extend peace to his 
church ke a river, and the glory of 
the Gentiles kke a flowing stream. 

Jepipian MorsF, £9 

SAMUEL WoRCESTER, 65 

JereEmMIAH EvarTs, JV E 

Posion, Oct. 25, 1813. 
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The following Intelligence, which 
very much interest the feelings 
of the Christian world, is receiv- 
ed from Iingland. On the 22d of 
June last, the British Parliament 
removed the prrincifial restric- 
tions which had greatly imfpicded 
the frcfiagation of Christianity 
in India. Ep. 


We hasten to congratulate our 
readers, not only that the public 








sentiment has been thus hencrably 
and extensively ¢>presed ; but that 
't has not been expressed in vain, 
On the 22d of June, Lord Castle- 
reagh, in a speech replete with 
sound sense, and enlarged and lib- 
‘ral views of policy, | roposed to 
the Heuse of Conimons the adop- 
tion of the fellowing Resolution 
which had been previously agreed 
i© in a Commitiee of the whole 
House : viz. 


“ That it is the duty of this coun- 
try to promote the interest and hap- 
piness of the native inhabitants of 
the British Céminions in India, and 
that such measures ought to be 
adopted as may tend to the intro- 
duction among them of useful know- 
ledge, and ot religious and moral 
improvement :—That, in the fur- 
tlierance cf the ahove objects, suffi- 
cient facilities shall be afforded, by 
law, to persons desirous of going to 
and remaining in India for the pur- 

ose of accomplishing those benevo- 
ent designs. 

** Provided always, that the au- 
thority of the local Governments, 
respecting the intercourse of Furo~ 
peans with the interior of the coun- 
trv, be preserved, an‘! that the prin- 
ciples of the British Government, 
on which the natives of India have 
hitherto reed for the free exercise 
of their religion, be inviolably main- 
tained.” 

The kesolution was supported, in 
a Most eioquent and argumentative 
speech, by Mr. Wilberforce, ably 
seconded by Mr. W. Smith and 
some other gentlemen; and oppo- 
sed by Sir H. Montgomery, Mr. 
Forbes, Mr, Pendergrast, Sir Thos. 
Sutton, &c. We hope to be abie, 
in our next Number, to give our 
readers a connected view of this 
great argument. Suffice it in the 
mean time to say, that the cause of 
Christianity has signally triumphed. 
The resolution was carried _ a 
majority of 53 ; &9 voting for it, and 
only 36 against it. 

The above Resolution, having 
heen communicated to the House of 
Lords on the foliowing day, ws 
taken into consideration of their 
Lordships on the 24th inst. It was 
moved by Lord Buckinghamshire, 
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after some abie preiaratory obser- 
vations ; and, we rejoice to add, 
as a circumstance no less gratifying 
to the nation than honorable to their 
Lordships, carried without a single 
dissenting or disapproving voice, 
both in the Committee and after- 
wards in the Honse. 

In recording this most grateful 
event, we would call! on every indi- 
vidual whose eye may peruse this 
page, to unite with us in thankful 
acknowledgments to the Author of 
all good, for this signal instance of 
his favor. To him who alone can 
order the unruly wills and affections 
of men, we ascribe it, that the op- 
position attempted to the extension 
of his Gospel has proved so feeble 
and unavailing. But while we re- 
cur with humble gratitude to the 
great Author of this dispensation, 
let us not forget the great, though 
subordinate obligation, which we 
owe to his instruments. To his Ma- 
jestv’s Ministers in particular, is the 
Christian Church, is Great Britain, 
is India, indebted for this noble re- 
cognition of the claims of our holy 
Religion. God will reward them. 
Their achievement is beyond the 
reach of human recompense ; al- 
though, if there bea luxury of en- 
jovment attainable here, they would 
sure. possess it could they behold, 
or could they image to themselves, 
the swellings of gratitude which di- 
late the hearts, and the tears of joy 
which silently moisten the cheeks, 
of the thousands and tens of thous- 
ans in this land, whom they have 


their bended knees are imploring, 
in their behalf, the blessing of Hea- 
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in a question so intimately involving 
the honor of God, and the happi- 
ness of our fellow men. Their pe- 
titions to the legislature, have been, 
doubtless, accompanied by innumer- 
able aspirations to the Throne of 
(srace ; and to these, far more than 
even to the influence of the public 
voice on the great council of the na- 
tion, are we disposed to attribute 
the decision, in whichwe now rejoice 
with so much heart-felt satisfaction. 
—LAUs DEO. [Ch. O06, 
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India Mssionary Extracts. 


January 16, 1812, 


“My DEAR WARD, 

“In making known our scrip- 
tures here, amidst many agreeable 
and unforeseen circumstances, I 
meet with some disappointments : 
Muhadeo and Kistna, I am sorry 
to say. are grown very shy and 
avoid even coming near me ; yet I 
hear they still continue reading the 
scriptures. Bhzwanee is firm ; he 
reads the scriptures much, and has 
a regular meeting with his family ; 
three or four other women and 
some men, also read the scriptures 
every night, with prayer. Naray- 
un reads the scriptures twice a day 
in his family, and his mother is so 
fond of them, and so sweet and 
lovely is the name of Jesus in her 
mind, that she recommends belief 


_ and trust in him to the exclusion of 
made giad by this act, and who on | 


ularize the individual Members of | 


Parliament whose able and assidu- 
ous labors have contributed to pro- 
duce the result which we are now 
contemplating. We are unwilling, 
however, to overlook the memora- 
ble part which the nation at large 
has taken on this momentous occa- 
sion. About nine hundred petitions 
signed probably by near half a mil- 
lion of persons of intelligence and 
respectability, sufficiently tesiify the 
ceep interest which the thinking 
part of the British popuiation feel, 





idol worship, to all about her, and 
amongst her own friends. Mahrat- 


ta Testaments have been given to 
ven. It would be endless to partic- | 


many who have gone to a great 
distance. A bov and his mother 
took home with them to their vil- 
iage, about 120 cross from hence, 
the book of Luke and the Epistle 
to the Romans. The day before 
yesterday, a pundit who keeps «a 
school, promised me he would read 
our scriptures daily before his scho- 
lars. In two companies of Madras 
sepovs who are come here, and will 
remain some time, are about seven- 
teen Christians of the Roman Cath- 
olic persuasion, some of whom come 


to hear the scriptures read on a 





—we now es 
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Sunday. I have proposed to them|vet a Hindost’hanee tongue, and 
to hear them read daily by a person|have no parts of the Hindost’hanee 
whom I would send. iscriptures to distribute, it would be 
Iam, &c.” ‘of no use for meto go. I suppose 
the inhabitants of this —_ have 
. : never heard the gospel. ‘wo om 
Hindsos?han— Digah.— Feb. 1812. three in the aes ee applied to 
«s My dear brother Curry, us tor the Hindoost’hanee scriptures 
“ | have lately been introduced to to gise away ‘There are thousands 
sev ral gentlemen who live in Ty- of natives around us, to whom we 
hoot. They have been toour neigh-|could give the word of hfe, if we 
bor Mr. — on a visit for sev-|had it to give. T hope you will lay 
eral days, anc have regularly atren- | these things to heart, and use eve- 
ded worship at our house ; are in|TY means in your power te send us 
the indigo tis, and have at least 4 good itinerant cr two, and a con< 
10,000 natives employed. They siderable number of Hindoost’hanee 
have given me an invitation to go o- Testaments. 
ver and sce them, but asI have not lam &c. J. Rowe.” 














Fifteenth Annual Accoun! cf the Missionary labors directed by the 
Trustecs of the Misstonary Society of Connecticut ; per/ormed 
chiefly in the year 1813: with a Statement of Receipts and .apen- 
ditures, and a List of Books sent into the New Settlements for gra- 
duttous distributiun. 


Tue Constitution of the Missionary Socicty cf Connecticut has 
mate it the duty of the Trustees “ to exhibit annually a particu- 
Jar account of the missionaries employed by them; of the pl.ces 
lo which they have been sent; of the missions ; and of what- 
ever, relating to the institution, the General Association shall 
require.” 

Virst of all, in the present repetition of this duty, the Trustees 
would ascribe praise to the King of Zion. The annual account: 
here exhibited....the fifteenth since the organiz:tion of the Socie- 
ty....will, as they humbly hope, afford evideuce, that he has not 
withheld his superintending smiles from their faithful, but imper- 
fect, efforts in his cause. It may strengthen the confidence of the 
eharitable, that their “ prayers and their alms have come up for 
a memorial before God,” together with those of their fellow be- 
lievers, in all the regions of Christendom. It may, also, draw forth, 


into lively exercise, Lhe thanksgivings of many fer the continuance: 


of his merciful watchfulness and care, and excite cheerful and per- 
severing aclivily to wake. known his name and salvation, as far as 
the earth is inhabited by souls that they must meet at kis tribu; 
nal. 

The account now offered refers principally to labors in 1815. 
It necessarily contains, however, some statements of service by 
missionaries, whose journals, pear the close of the preceding year, 
did uot arrive seasouably for insertion in the last annual aeeountS 

Vor. VII. No. f. La] 
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The number of missionaries. by whom, during the period here 
embroced, the Wiends of Carist tn Connecticut have published the 
gospel to the poor, is thirty tour, A im yortty of these have c.ch 
a p’storal charge in the wikieracss, a st) ulate portion of the time, 
and thus, asthe Trustees ipprehend, are rendered doubly useful. 
Their labors hove been extenied over many hundreds of miles, 
Tay have been aided ia the wide cifusion of divine instruc- 
tion by the co-operation of numbers from other Societies en- 
gad in the same work of bely charity. It is still an affecting 
truth, that even these numerous evangelists hove uot been able to 
proclaim the * geod tidings of zreat joy” but to a small purt of 
tii t spiritual d sert which wore than half encireles the Ameri- 
con States. Neverthel ss, something....vea, much....has heen done, 
and is yet doing. © The word of the Lord rans ond is glorified.” 
Divine knowleage and worship are making ;rogress, by the bles- 
si g of Christ upon this pious work. The“ leavew hid in three 
mesures of meal? is pervading “the whole lamp.” The rising 
light of the morniug advances towards the splendor of * the per- 
fect day ” 

Vermont eariy attracted the attention of the missionary eye. 
Fa some parts. vod ondition of its tuhabitants, viewed in the light 
of sacred privileges, has, for tweuty years, been improving. Its 
borders, neverthe te ss, and considerable porlions ofits interior, con- 
ti.ue to present extensive demanmis for the exercise of religious 
ch rity 

The Rev. John Willord has a past ral charge at Lunenburg, in 
the north eastern department of that State. His stated resi- 
deuce is quile in the midst of missionary ground. At several dis- 
ti: ct periods in 1812, and early in 1813, he was employed twelve 
weeks. He crossed oce sionally into New fiampshire. but spent 
his ime princip dy among the destitute, west of the river. He 
wise Hed. the Pest winter. to be much conversant with the sor- 
rewlul scenes produced by the mortc) epidemic. In one town, 
there was searcely a fumily wilhout some sick. and deoths were 
frequent. At sucha time. the ambassador of Christ must have 
been especiolty needed and useful. fe conversed and prayed with 
mony sick pr ople, and with mony mourners, fle was happy to 
observe more of a Gisposition to hear. on the subiect of salvation, 
thin in aay of the three winters next preceeding. The call for more 
missionaries was frequently made, aud he much lamented, that 
wore were not sent into thet destilule region. Tnevery town, he 
fenud some well wishers to Zion; avd. in afew instances, those 
Lief were e quiring “ what they should do to be saved.” 

The Trustees won'd here tnlrotuce a single remark. They 
Geom it indispen- tle, that the niissi ary touraals state explicit- 
ly the number of sermous delivered ; of families and schools visit- 
ed for purposes of relizion ; of chure h meetings and conferences 
atleaded 3 of tines when special or iinarces were administere| 5 
of miles travelied ; and of other services inseparably attached to 
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r the duties of the faith!u! evangelist. Dut they view it as repeti- 
h tious and burdensome. rather than uselus, to fill up their 2Nidtial 





2 account ef esch missionary. with a specific statement of these 
] pumbers. The charttabie have no reasor to coniplain, hitherto, 
g 


_ 


of uniaithfulness, or the want of diligence. in these whom their 
bousty supporis as preachers of the gospel in the destitute settie- 


d mei.ts. ; 

nf At Pittsford, toward the western border of Vermout, the Rev. 
“ Holland \Week- has a pastors charge. The condition of the 
f ecu try around hii calls urgetly for missionury assistance. — In 


tue ‘ormer part of 1815, and at ditlerent perivis o} tne precedi: g 
yeor. he fabored a number of months in that field. Amidst the 
’ tumults of the day in that quarter, he was a happy witness of re- 
ligious seriousness In a number of plices. Notwithstanding the 
co fusion wiising from sectorian extravagance, the number of Liose 
who adheed stecfastly to “the faith once delivered to tie 


sxiuts,” was evideully encre using. : 
Near the end of Februcry, 1813, the Rev. As ph Morga : en- 
tered on wmissionory labor for sixteen weeks, tow rds the south- 
eastern jivision of Vermout, and in the parts of New Ha upshive 
: adjacent. Tt was the serson, when the pestilence wasted tie lite 


of mortils so extensively in that region. TL widerstoot,t: t' a 
suigle town. where he fabored repeatedly. more than sixty were re- 
moved to the world of retribution. i about ten weeks. By this dis- 
pens ition, many were prevented from an ettendince o. his mi fs- 
tr lion. Mauch of his time was, with great propricty. occupies “n 
Visiting the houses of the sick, of the dyiug. and of those in mou i- 
ing. Divisions, also, among the people, by the prevalence of & e 
most awlul and deadly heresies, rendered the congregations. in 
soine instances, smuli. He found z-alots copious ia ~ grest swel- 
ling words of vauity.” and pretending to mucit reiigious affection, 
while they were evidently unicqa ict d with the cher cter ether 
of God or of themselves. [na few settlements which he visited, 

h. churches had become nearly or quite extinct, through the in- 
fluence of false teachers propig ting doctrines pleasant to that 
carsal mind which delights in © strong delusions.” In a single in- 
stance, he had the joy of beholding a powerful work of grace.... :s- 
sel, however, by bold and violent hostility of those that h te 
God. Taevery place where he libored. he met with some. v ho 
jos fully rece vel divine instruction. and expressed great Uhankful- 
ness, th t ibe Society had sent a missionory amorg them. 

Jn the autuma of 1812. the Rev. M irshfiel | Steele....impelled 
by the calimities of war to retire from his pastor! chorge in Ma- 
chias. District of Miuine....labored a few weeks among the south- 
western towns of Vermont. He found thy people. in most pb evs, 


either too much divided in opinion about religious subjects. or too yee 

indifferent. to supply themselves with those st-ted instructions, aed ba 

which are required equally by the gospel and their own sulv. tion. tien 

. ° "Sher 

In a single instauce only, was he witness to a great ans happy re- est Wi Pes 
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vival of attention to religion....filty having recently joined them. 
selves to the Lora by a public profession. Leaving Vermont, he 
pessed into the counties of Madison and Chena go. State of New 
York. Here he persevered in his labors, till the beginning of 
March. Near the beginning of July, he resumed the work in the 
north-western district of Vermont, He spent nine weeks in the 
c uuties of Franklin: and Chittenden. Thence he crossed Lake 
Ch.mplain, and labored ten weeks. chiefly in the counties of 
Warren, Essex, and Clinton, N. Y. The amount of his time de- 
voted to this employ ment was about ten months. In almost eve- 
Ty pluce, he found some that heard the gospel with satisfaction. 
He thought he perceived reason to hope, that his labors, and es- 
peci.lly his numerous family and school visiis, were, in some in- 
é6tances at least, not without profit He made.it a.rule, where he 
saw people deviating from evident duty, to converse with them 
freely on the subject. and without, “respect to persons.” His ex- 
hort. tions to a relormotion....addressed in the spirit of meekness 
.... Were acknowledged to be importint, and ap, «rently gave no 
offence. He was universally well received, and not rarely with 
great cordiality. Jie heard none say, that missionaries came 
doo often; and many, in different. towns, were anxious to know 
when ihey might hope for others. 

The Rev. Elihu Mason has a pastoral charge * in Herkimer 
WN. Y. During the autumn of 1812, and the winter following, 
he travelled a few weeks as a missionary inthe county of Herki- 
mer. He visited from house to house, in every plaice of his mis- 
sionary labors; attended the sick; and endeavored to lead the 
cl il: ren of schools intoa knowledge of the truth 

INear the close of July. Mr. Joseph Treat, a licentiate of Litch- 
field South association, entered the missionary field in the county of 
Wayne, Penn. where he labored a short time, and proceeded wes- 
terly to Luzerne, and probably, into Bradford, and the adjacent 
region of New-York. His appointment was for sixteen weeks. 
No receut communications have been received from him. 

Early in March, Mr. Oliver Hill, a candidate for the ministry, 
commenced missionary service. and labored sixteen weeks, prici- 
pally in the counties of Susquehannah and Bradford. Penn. He 
was cordiilly received, and trested with ail the respect and kind- 
ness which could be reasonably expected. In no instance did he 
consider himself az meeting open opposition. Appearances greatly 
encouraged him to hope. that the blessmg of God was rendering 
missionary Jabors productive of the mest important and happy ef- 
fects. He found a growing attention to the education of children, 
and to domestic and public worship. Ina large proportion of the 
settlements which he visiled, stated reading meetings were held on 
the Sabboth. One he mentions, in porticular, which instituted 
each meetings, as scon 2s three families had moved on; and they 


a ° 9° . 
” Mr. Mason has late!v been dismissed. 
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were steadily continued. A ihappy sobriety of manners and mor- 
als; umprevement in useful information ; and above all, a pow er- 
ful work of grice, were the blessed fruits....And here the ‘Trustees 
would remark, that they have uniformly found such meetings, 
when regularly conducted, and perseveriugly maintained, vast:y 
advantageous to villages, in the wilderness, not favored with evan- 
gelic:] preaching....Mr. Hill has stated, thst wilhin a few years, 
five ministers have been settled in those two counties ; several 
churches formed ; and in a number of settlements, very animating 
revivals of religion have taken place. By all serious characters, 
and by numbers not serious, many thanks were expressed for the 
attention of Missionary Societies, and for the libors of missioua- 
ries; and very earnest were the desires manifested, that these fa- 
yors might be continued. 

The latter part of Feb. the Rev.,Sarmue! Sargeant, of Ver- 
mout, labored four mouths as a missionary, in the upper counties 
of Pennsylvania. He was affectionately received in every place. 
Tu nearly every settlement, he found persons ready, with serious- 
ness and meekness, to ask questions on the doctrines, duties, and 
hopes revealed in the gospel. He was a witness of solemnity and 
devotion, at the family prayers of moruing and evening, far be- 
youd his most sanguine expectations. This was especially ob- 
servable, in explaining and applying the passages of scripture 
which were read—and read generally as selected by the famity. 
He never found a family impatient or dissatisfied at the length of 
time devoted to morning and evening womship. Iie discovered an 
affecting want of books, and especially of sermons, inthe field of 
his Iabors. ‘The books distributed by the Missionary Sociely were 
thanklully received ; and as far as he could judge, were the means 
of much religious improvement. No district, perhaps, of the wide 
missionary field has profited more, by the aid of pious chority, in 
proportion to the labor bestowed, than the four northern countics 
0) Pennsylvania. 

In Westford, county of Otsego, N. Y..the Rev. George Colion 
hos a pastoral charge. At two distinct periods—one, the lalier 
prt of 1812—the other, the season preceding—he labored four 
months as a missionary. principally inthe county of Wayne, Penn. 
He distributed many Tracts; and the joy and gratitude with 
wiich the people received them were -lmost ineredsble. The 
great importance of sending reiigious books into these new sette- 
wents, was, according to his observ .tion. beyond oi reasonable dis- 
pute. Much excellent fruit of them has already appeared, and 
will more fully appear in the eternal world. fn a population of 
probably more than four thousand souls, he found onty one con- 
gicg tional church ; one of the close con:munion baptists 5; one of 
the open cemmunion ; and two or three methodist classes. ‘hese 

lost were declining rapidly. as itap;e red Lhrouch the helerodoxy, 
ig orance, and immorality of thoy pre ch rs. "Phe books wortiy 
of notice among the pcople were few, excepting those bestowed by 
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Missionary, and other charitable Societies. The Bibles sent by 
the Counecticut Bibie Society were very gratchilly accepted. It 
seemed as if no district could be found more ia need of assistance 
at the hand of pious charity, than the county of Wayne. In 
many settiemeuts, the people had no schools. Lu others, they 
were Kept oaly a few months ina year. Ol several places, peoce, 
morality, and a fonducss for religious meetings when possible, were 
the pleasant features. Of others, the reverse was the horrid as- 
pect. 

The Rev. Fbenezer Kingsbury has a pastoral charge in Tarford, 
county of Susjuebancah. Peon. By a recurrence to the mission- 
ary accounts, ra few ot the last years, iL muy be seea, tint he 
has been joug experienced in this arduots ail weig ity erm, loy- 
ment. Between the first of April, 18/2, and tlic close of tht 
year, he labored alinost five mouths as a missionary. fie per- 
formed inuch service in the vicinity of his st.tea ehorge, within 
the boundaries of the ancient Luzerne, posting occxsionly. how ev- 
er, Into the adjoining connuties of New-York. fis tr:vels anount- 
ed to about one thousindmiles. His preacitiog. family and school 
Visits, and other ministratious. were proportiousl = ‘The sell-deui- 
als inseparable from tne service were relieved by a variety of 
cheering scenes. Some sinners were awakened. Believe were 
strengthened and comforted. In a uumber of ploces very deep 
impressions of seriottsness were manifest. In one, there was a 
powerful and animatiug revival... The state of many settlements 
ip that region is distressi%g, by reason of sectarian heresies. propa- 
g ted with an industry worthy of a good ciuse It seeme:t less 
distressing hen however, than in years past....Ip a tract of coun- 
try larger than the whole of Comnecticut, there were onl; seven 
churches and five stated pastors......Many settlemests have uo 
preaching, but such »s missionsries supply ...1 the county of Ly- 
coming, adjoining Lantus. there were two churchers and one 
pastor. In the adj.cent counts of Tioga, there was neither 
church nor minister. He found more missionaries, therefore, very 
greatly needed, and, by mony, very eornestly desired.—LHle was 
gratefuily and hospitably received ; and many thanks were pre- 
sented for the atte ution of the Socie ‘ty, and for the pious Denefi- 
cence of the chart ble in Connecticut. 

The Rev. Worthington Wright commenced missionary service 
in the northern counties of LemisyIvania. the latter end of May, 
1812. lis labors, through the summer of th-t year. were noticed 
by the ‘Trustees, in their list enuusl sccour t. rom the com- 
mencement of the fol lowing autumn, be Iibered in the same 
counties, a large portion of the time, or til Fane. (813.whea he was 
installed ina pestoral charge, at Bethany, counts of Wayne. Hie 
journals of service. for ne ped three mouths. sice that event....: 
important to an extensive tr ct around hin... b ve been receive @ 
fn many nek 3 creat stupidity pers viled. though Sobboth day 

nectings were well attended. He devoted himself much to fami- 
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ly visits for pious Conversation and teaching. Several instances of 
sp: cial impression aud of hopeful conversion occurred within his 
observ ition. fi one consider ble settlement, he found, quite re- 
cently, a general seriousness of exguiry, and a lively alicntion to 
the concerus of the soul. 

Late in June, the Rev. Daniel Waldo re-commenced the mis- 
sio ary service in lie county of Sullivan, N. York. Theuce ke 
proceeded in various directions through the county of Wayne, 
and tie neighboring counties of Peansyivania, visiting, as occa- 
sious invited, the portsof N. York located in their vicinity. He 
per everel in his labors till ne r the middle of October. Feeling 
the aninense tinportance of having parental talents and tnflucnce 
rigully directed, he spent much time in visiting from house to 
house ; exhorting heads of iouseholds to the duly of strictly main- 
ta.aing timily worship aud instruction ; and admonishizg them 
sacredly to observe the Sabbath, as they regarded the well bei g 
of themseclves and their children both here and hereafler, and 
woul! hope, at last. to be acknowledged as having been fuithful to 
“ train them up in the way they should go.” Great was the num- 
ber of s:ttlements, in which the people had no religious meetings 
upon the Lord’s day, excepting the rare occasions, when they 
were favored with missionury assistance. ‘To parents and chil- 
dren, and especially to children, the consequences were melan- 
choly beyond descri, tion. On heads of families, thus situated 
aud thus negligent, he urged the duty and the usefulness of lead- 
ing thc ir households, every Sabbath, to public worship..... Feeling, 
also, the inexpressible value of correct early impressions, he was 
assiduous in his attention to schools. He endeavored to fix in 
the tender mind a permanent regard to the worth of excelling in 
goodness, as the way of supporting unspotted and reputable char- 
aelers ts worldly society ; and, above all. the necessity of “ loving 
God and Keeping his commandments,” as the only way to a peace- 
ful death aud a happy elernity. He hoped, that these efforts 
were not, in all instances, unprofitable.....He distributed some 
hundreds of 'fricts. copnecti: g the gift with remarks designed to 
excile an earnest ottention to religion..... Numbers complained of 
abounding iniquily, sighing and groaning for the wickedness of the 
land ; while few exerted themselves in favor of a reformation.— 
Intemperance, profane swearing. and notorious violations of God’s 
Jaw instituting the Sabbath, were prominent sins. In some villa- 
ges a large wiajority devoted to hunting, rioting, and drunkenness, 
that seventh part of time which God, in mercy to man, has couse- 
crated and set apart for worldly rest, for spiritual improvement, 
ard preparation for heaven. Nevertheless, as might he expected, 
he was conversant with great diversities of character. By num- 
bers, a fervent gratitude to the Society was expressed for their 
k nd attention in sending the occ.sional ministrations of the gos- 
pris avd many earnest wishes were manifested, that they might 
continue to be remembered with these privileges. He observed, 
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that the gratuilous distribution cf the Bible was very acceptable 
and very usctul. 

From the latter part of Sept. 1812, to the middle of Sept. 1813, 
the Rev. David fiarvrower labored eight months as a missionary, 
chiefly in the counties of Otsego, Chenango, and Delaware, N.Y, 
1. this service, hé travelled nearly eleven huar'red miles ; deli- 
vered one hundred and fifty six sermons; visited move than one 
haucred famiiies ; and pesformed the other cumerous dutirs of 
ai evangelist. It appears, that the divine smiles attended his 
Jaors. Solemn impressions were, in many instances manifist. 
He was called to spend much tiae in conversation with persous 
i. wuiri.g seriously on the greatest and weightiest of all subjects. 
T-€ had, also. occusion to deal patticulurly with those, who,  lov- 
hee darsness rather than light,” had embraced perilous o; inious. 
I) general, he was kindly received. Many thanks to the Mission- 
ary Society were expressed, and many prayers offered by the pi- 
ous for their success. But great varieties were observable. There 
were settlements, in which the people appeared Lo be almost uni- 
versally inadeep sleep. In others. individuals, here and there, 
had their eyes opened on their sintulvess, and trembled in view of 
“wrath unto the ultermost.” Numbers, also, gave hopeful evi- 
dence, th.t groce had © brought them up out of the horrible pit 
and miry clay,” [na few villages, were glorious revivals. In 
others, abounding heresies, pleasi:g to the unrenewed mind, ex- 
cited strong and viole:.t oppsition to“ the truth as it is in Jesus.” 

The Rev, Joel T. Benedict has a pastor | chorge in Frank- 
lin, Delaware couuty, N. Y. Between the muddleo Sept. 1812, 
and the close of August, 1813, he trivelled, at diferent periods 
as circumstances permitted, and labored as a missionary, more 
than three months. in the counties of Chenango, Ctsego, D: la- 
ware, and Schoharie—In March and April, the epidemic pre- 
vailed extensively over that district of our cou-try. Multitudes 
were sick. ‘l'o many, the disease was te mes enger of mortali- 
ty. Mourners were multiplied. In the space of six weeks. fifty 
died ina single town. ‘This extreme distres- among the people 
threw peculiar and interesting labor upon the hands of the mis- 
sionary. It was, therefore, judged expedicat, th t Mr. Harrow- 
er accompany Mr. Benedict—the Lord’s days excepted. This 
alarming judgment, however, instead of awakening the generali- 
ty of the people to the great cone ros of salvation, seemed to 
render them more unfeeling, if possible, and more stupid. In ne 
pl ces did he find the inhabitants more in) flerent upon this ove 
point, than in those where the sickness and mortality were most 
prevalent. Insome sections, vigorous, and, in many instarees, 
successful exertions were made to spread the destructive opinions 
ef infidelity. Books against Chiristimnity were industriously cir 
culated. Societies, called debating socictics, were established for 
th: same purpose, Te ch-rs, contaminated with scepticisin, 
were crowded into the schools; while prayer, the catechism, and 
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the Bible, were publickly and avowedly excluded from many of 
those, which he visited. But the labors of missionaries were not, 
on this account, accomplishing the less—probably, much greater 

good..... Though the effect of divine truth, upon the heart and 
conscience, was evidently less powerful, the last season, than in 
some of the preceding, in which he labored as a missionary over 
much of the same field ; yet in a few settlements, there were con- 
siderable awakenings. Rebels against heaven were made to see, 
that “they had no cloak for their sin.” By the blessing of 
Christ on missionary labor, numbers became hopefully reconciled 
to God, and were made able to rejoice in his holy government 
and salvation. 

The latter part of February, the Rev. William F. Miller be- 
gan missionary labor in the western sections of N. York, and 
spent four months in this service. He was employed principally 
in the counties of Madison, Onondaga, Cortland, Cayuga, Sene- 
ca, Steuben, Ontario, Genesee, Allegany, ‘Tioga, Broome, Che- 
nango, and Delaware. In this extensive circuit, he discovered 
many varieties of denomination actuated by opinions altogether re- 
pellent to each other. As might be expected, ina great diversi- 
ty of isntances, erroneous opinions issued in a loose practice. In 
places not a few, the Sabbath, as a day te be kept holy, was in a 
manner lost ; and with the Sabbath, moral order was deplorably 
gone. ‘The intemperate use of ardent spirits was, likewise, evi- 
denlly a mighty instrument in the destruction of all morality 
and religion in many of the new settlements. It proved not less 
deadly to the soul than to the body. Amidst this moral ruin, 
however, he observed numerous tokens for good, in the dispensa- 
lions of a forbearing and gracious Providence. In several set- 
tiements were powerful revivals of religious attention. Individu- 
als were found, in a great number of places, who were exceedingly 
tender in their feelings, and who highly prized the privilege of 
hearing the gospel. He was impressed with a full conviction, that 
however great may seem to be the difficulties in the way of ex- 
tending an acquaintance with the pure gospel among those “ per- 
ishing with lack of vision,” the Missionary Society, and the nu- 
merous friends of this cause, have no good reason for discourage- 
ment. ‘The blessed effects of missionary exertions appeared very 
strikingly in the best settled parts of those new countries where 
he labored. Well regulated societies, and flourishing churches, 
are, by the divine blessing, among the fruits of the missionary 
institution. 

The Rev. Comfort Williams ina accepted an invitation to 
take a pastoral charge, at Ogdensburg, onthe St. Lawrence. He 
had resided there with his family a number of months, and a day 
had been assigned for his ordination. The perils of war, however, 
impelled him to retire from that place. On the 19th of December, 
he commenced missionary labors, and travelled in the counties of 


Lewis, Jefferson, " Lawrenee, and Oneida, N. York. Near the 
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beginning of February, 1813, he received ordination as an evan- 
gelist, by the Oneida Presbytery, at Utica. ‘The amount of time 
spent as a missionary, both before and after his ordination, was 
about three months. He delivered fifty sermons ; visited two 
hundred and fifty-nine families for the purposes of religious in- 
struction ; and attended schools and conferences, with the other 
duties pertaining to the evangelical teacher. It was a time of 
sore distress by the epidemic in that region.— With very few ex- 
ceptions, he was kindly received, wherever he called. The seri- 
ous people in those settlements expressed a tender sense of their 


‘obligations to the Missionary Sociely of Connecticut ; and they 


rejoice to have missionaries visit their families.... The judgments 
of heaveu,—desolation by pestilence and the sword, then suffered 
in that section of our land,—instead of leading the wicked to re- 
pentance and reformation,—seemed rather to produce a hardening 
and demoralizing effect.—There was urgent need, and, among the 
considerate, an anxious desire, of missionary aid. In a few places, 
he observed hopeful appearances of a saving work. 

Karly in February, the Rev. Ebenezer I. Leavenworth, thea 
pastor of a church in Cainden, state of N. York, entered on mis- 
siouary labor in that vicinity. His appointment was for sixteen 
weeks, which he fulfilled in the following autumn. He found 
many settlements in a much more awful slate than he expected ; 
though, in preceding years, he had been considerably conversant 
with those parts. ‘The demoralizing influence of public commo- 
lions there was astonishing. Error was rolling on like a sweeping 
flood. In some places, and especially in those, where missiona- 
ries had rarely or never been, he could hardly discover the «ppear- 
ance of respeet for moral and religious instruction. More than 
half of the families in a considerable settlement were destitute of 
the Bible. In others, the few friends of God were famishing with 
the want of spiritual food. Others, however, there were, in 
which he had the satisfaction of finding, that the true religion 
was gaining strength. Missionary labors, as far as they had ex- 
tended, had been useful beyond calculation. One clear, plain, 
and faithful missionary sermon had seemed to be rendered the 
means, in the divine hand, of preserving a settlement from total 
depravation of morals, for a number of years. 

The Rev. Isracl Brainerd has a pastoral charge at Verona, 
county of Oneida. ‘This is, also, in the midst of a wide region, 
destitute, in a great measure, of spiritual privileges. Between the 
middle of Jily, 1812, and the close of March, 1813, he travel- 
led, several months, and labored asa missionary. He distributed 
many books among the poor. The satisfaction which he took in 
this branch of his employment, was an abundant compensation 
jor his trouble. ‘lhe emotions of gratitude excitedin the receiv- 
ers, gave hopeful evidence, that they would be read with alten- 
tion, and preserved with care. He should always feel himscll! 
happy in being employed as an agent by the Society in the distri 
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bution of books....It was his deliberate purpose to visit those pla- 
ces which stood in most need of missionary labors. In some set- 
tlements, there was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and a revi- 
val of religion....He found people ina diversity of conditions ; 
many unconcerned about their peace with God ; some listening 
with eager attention to the public and private illustrations of di- 
vine truth ; some anxiously inquiring the way of escape from 
the wrath to come ; some rejoicing in a recent hope of eternal 
life ; some distressed above measure by the loss of friends, during 
tlie prevalence of the wasting epidemic ; and some on the bor- 
ders of the grave, about to close, ina few moments, and finally, 
their opportunities of preparing to meet their Judge in peace.... 
Amidst crying sins and overwhelming judgments, he beheld many 
proofs, that “ the mercies of the Lord are not clean gone forever.” 

In Avon, the western part of the state of N. York. the Rev. 
John KF. Bliss has a pastoral charge. The last summer, he spent 
afew weeks in missionary service. He travelled as far as lake 
Ontario, visiling a consider:ble number of towns, and many fam- 
ilies, in that very destitute region. The people in general were 
awfully stupid. ‘The spirit of infidelity manifested itself with its 
characteristic impudence. In every place, however, he found a 
remnant, preserved and kept by distinguishing grace. These 
“wept when they remembered Zion.” Though he became ac- 
quainted with nothing. that might be called a revival of religion, 
yet Christ appeared to be gathering souls, here and there one, in- 
to his kingdom not leaving himself wholly without witness. 

The Rey. John Spencer, of Canadawa, on the south east bor- 
der of lake Erie, Pennsylvania, labored the whole year, as a 
missionary, chiefly in the Holland purchase. From mid-summer 
1$12, until the following winter, the universal and distressing 
agitations of that border rendered his prospects of usefulness more 
discouraging and gloomy. In the succeeding winter, spring and 
summer, however, meetings were better attended. No special 
revivals have been enjoyed within the circte of his libors. Te 
observed, nevertheless, that the attention to preaching, and the 
uuxiely manifested for more evangelical instruction, were inerea- 
sing, at the time of his last communication....fle has heen long 
experienced in this service, through that extensive, but rapidity 
settling, wilderness. His travels, as a missionary, have, prova- 
bly, exceeded seven thousand miles. 

On the 13th of October, 1813, the Rev. William Wanford 
was ordained, an evangelist, at Noth Stamford, Conn. by re- 
quest of the ‘Trustees. He had been appointed to the missiona- 
ry field in New Connecticut. Tn a few days, he commenced his 
journey to that country. He is supposed to have arrived there, a 
few weeks since, and to be now engaged inthe work. Accsunts 
from him were not yet lo be expected. 

By request of the Trustees, the Rev. Harvey Coe was ordain- 
ed, an evangelist. at Westfield, Mass. en the 19th of May, 1813. 
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New Connecticut was the field to which he had been appointed 
for missionary service. On the 17th of June, he arrived in that re- 
gion. He has labored, a part of the time, at the expense of the 
people..,.In some of the settlements, he found imuch inattention 
to religion, and consequently much looseness of morals. In gen- 
eral, however, there was a desire to hear preaching Nuinbers, in 
various parts, were seriously inquiring on the subject of the great 
salvation. In one or two towns, there was an animating impres- 
sion in favor of things most important....He soon perceived great 
need of more laborers in that harvest. ‘The people in several 
seltlements were anxious to obtain pastors for such a portion of 
the time as their means of support would allow. If the charita- 
ble in New England could know how greatly preaching is needed 
there, and, in very numerous instances, sought after in vain, they 
would use still greater exertions for the maintenance of mission- 
aries. 

By request of the Trustees, the Rev. Simeon Woodruff was 
ordained, an evangelist, at Washinnton, Conn. on the 2Istof A- 
pril, 1813. He had been appointed to the field of missions in 
New Connecticut. He immediately began the journey ; in a 
few weeks arrived ; and engaged in the service. Some part of 
the time, he has been supported by the people....The mure he 


has become acquainted with the past and present condition of 


those new settlements in a moral and religious point of view, the 
more deeply has he been impressed with the importance and util- 
ity of missionary labors. Great good has been done. Much yet 
remains to be done. ‘The call for more laborers was very ur- 
gent. 

The Rey. Joshua Beer has a pastoral charge in Springfield, N. 
Connecticut. During the year which ended in August, 1815, 
he labored, nearly eight months, as a missionary, in that section 
of Ohio. ‘There, aiso. the epidemic was distressing and mortal, 
the last winter and spring. He was much occupicd in visiling the 
sick and attending funerals. 

‘Phe late Rev. James Boyd had a pastoral charge in the towns 
of Warren ana Newton, N. Conn. Near the close of 1812, and 
the bezinuing of 1813, he labored about two months, under the 
direction of lic Trustees. On the 8th of March, he was called 
“to give an account of his stewardship. — are the dead 
who die in the Lord,” On this frowning dispensation, the Trus- 
tees sympathize with his afflicted family and the people of his 
charge ; and with the churches and people at laize in that country. 
They had confidence in Mr. Boyd as a minister and missionary : 
as humble and pious; as judicious, zealous, and exemplary; 2s 
one of those faithtul servants whose labors Christ approves and 
blestes for the prosperity of Zion. While those of his special 
charge hold him in tender and affectionate remembrance, his loss 
mist be deeply felt and lamented by all that wish well to the bes' 
interests of the settlements rising in that region. 
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The Rev. William Wick has a pastoral charge in Youngstown, 
N. Conn. and in Hopewell, Penn. He has not been able, the yeaa 
past, to devote more than a few weeks to missionary employmcut. 
in his ministrations, however ; in his distribution of beoks; in 
his counsel Lo those in difficulty ; in his instructions to inquiring 
minds; and in his attention to the general interests of the Re- 
dcemer’s kingdom, his experience aud zeal appear to have 1en- 
dered him particularly usetul. 

The Rev. Nathan B. Derrow has a pastoral charge in Viera, 
N. Conn. Within little less Uhan a year previous to June 1813, he 
labored nearly five months as a missionary. Ina few places, ap- 
pearances were hopeful and pleasant to the pious eye. Most of 
that season, however, was a period of trembling, consternation and 
alarm. The sword was threatening, and the pestilence was la ying 
waste. Lie feared that multitudes, instead of returning unto the 
Lord,were furgetting their guilt, their dependence, duty, and 2c- 
countableness, and were hardening under the rod of divine indig- 
nation. 

The Rev. Thomas Barr has a pastoral charge in Euclid, N. 
Conn. During the last quarter of 1812, he spent more thau two 
mouths in missionary service, and nearly two, in the early part of 
1813. Jt wasan afflictive season in the place of his stated inmis- 
try, and along that part of the lake shore. Many families had 
fied thither ior refuge from the vengeance of pagan ferecity. Ma- 
ny prisoners, on parole, were brought into that vicinity. It was, 
also, the resort of militia and other troops in consider:ble numbers. 
As to health and sustenance, the exiled families, and many of 
those who had beeu captured, were in circumstances of extreme 
distress. He thought himself bound in duty, therciore, to confine 
his missionary labors almost wholly to the towus of Cleveland, 
Euclid, Mentor, and Paynesville. In the opinion of the ‘Trustces, 
ihis decision was judicious....Mr. Darr very sensibly fell the want 
of more missionaries in that country.and, in strong terms.cx pressed 
his certainty, that they would be affectionately received. Many 
more Bibles were still needed. The hundreds alrcady seut by 
ihe Connecticut Bible Society, had, more clearly, if possible, dem- 
onstrated the necessity of many hundreds more. ‘They were anx- 
iously inquired for ; and while he had any to distributc, the diff- 
culty consisted in deciding which of the many needy applicants 
should receive the invaluable donation. 

A few weeks, between thebeginning of Oct. 1812, and the 20th of 
August, in the following year, the Rev. John Field tabored at the 
expense of the people in N. Conn. and nearly « ight months as a’ 
missionary. ‘This, also, comprehended the season of great distress 
by sickness, and of still greater by the conflicts of the sword. In 
«4 few instances, the convincing, renewing, and sanctilying influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit were manifest where he Jabored. But, for 
several months, the people appeared to be agitated with far deep- 
‘Y auxiety about the reswt of their worldly sufferings, than about 
‘heir eterna! doom. 
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The Nev. Abraham Scott has a pastoral charge at Steubenville, 
county of Jefferson, Ohio. In the course of the last y car, and at 
different periods of the preceding, ‘he was employed nearly four 
months in missionary labors. He travelled occasionally in 
the counties of Jefferson, Columbiana, Chio, and Mercer, Penn. 
but chiefly in N. Conn. He found the people, generally, desirous 
of attending on the *‘one thing needful,” though instances of open 
scofling and infidelity were frequent... The divirve blessing bad ev- 
idently attended the labors of missionaries. Revivals of religion 
had been experienced. Numbers were hopetully  brougitt out of 
darkness into marvellous light.” Good people were refreshed and 
coniforted. The charitable ia Connecticut had already much 
yeason to rejoice in the iruits of their benevolence. ‘They con- 
tinue to have every desirable eucour:gement to persevering assi- 
duily in the same work of love. ‘There was reason to trust that 
many in New-Connecticut would for ever praise God for tirose mis- 
sionary excrtions by which he had reconciled them to himself, and 
given them peacc in the scrious view of judgment and eterni- 
ty. 

The Rev. Giles If. Cowles has a pastors! charge in Austinburg, 
N. Corn. Inthe year following the 29th of June, 1812, he la- 
bored about six mouths as a missionary, principally in the northern 
and central parts of that region. The commotion of public af- 
fairs produced, generally, an effect unfavorable to the observance 
of the Sabbath, and to religious attention. IJndividuals, were, 
nevertheless, found inquiring “the way to Zion.”...The people, 
there, were peculiarly called upon to learn righteousness by * the 
judgments of the Lord that were abroad in the earth” and al- 
jehting ia tervible calamities, upon themselves.... The settlements 
sere, most of them, anxious to be favored with preaching ; and 
tiere were several Lowns in preparation to support the stated pas- 
toral institutions of the gospel, if the Society could send them 
ministers. 

The Rev. John Seward has a pastoral charge at Aurora, N. 
Conn. In the year 1812, he travelled seventeen hundred miles, 
and delivered one hundred and eighty-four sermons in the mission- 
ary service. From the 23d of Nov. 18/2, to the ¢3d of Sept. last, 
he Jabored aboul three months as amissionary. With the great 
revival enjoyed in the county of Portage, the season preceding, 
My. Seward, from his location and other circumstances, was pat- 
ticularly conversant. ‘The fruits of that blessed work were pleas- 
ant.... With multitudes of considerate people, he deeply regretied 
the scarcity of missionaries and of stated pastors. 

The Rev. Jonathan Lesshe hasa pastoral charge, at [Larpers- 
ficid, N. Conn. In the missionary service, he labored about 
four months the last year....The distribution of Bibles was follow- 
ed with the most desirable consequences. Still, the destitute 
were by no means, all supplied. Many were inquiring, “ Can 
you give mea Bible ?”....for several years, he has labored as a 
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missionary in N. Conn. To the effects of these labors, perform- 
ed by a considerable number of missionaries, he has been atten- 
tive. In those towns, where missionaries have been inost gener- 
ally received, the state of society was best. Ile found tire fact 
evident, beyond dispute, that in proportion as a town prizes and 
supports the gospel, the inhabitants, and especially the rising gen- 
eralion, become intelligent and respectable. On the other hand, 
good habits secre not acquired where the gospel and its institu- 
tions were lightly esteemed ; and if they ever existed, they be- 
came soon exlinguished....Mr. Lesslie was a considerable time, 
with the army, as Chaplain. This wasa fieid which afforded 
the minister of the gospel many oppertunities of peculiar useful- 
ness. Under dale of October 8th, he says, “* The day on which 
[arrived in Erie, I received a polite invitation from Commodore 
Perry to attend divine service in his ship. I conceived it my du- 
ty to accept, and preached on board, in the forenoon, from Mat- 
thew xxiv. 44....This was an awful meeting house....twenly 52's 
mounted, boarding pikes, muskets, swords, and other instruments 
of death. I felt like preaching on the very confines of eternily, 
to men who must, ina short time, be hurried violently to the 
judgment bar of God. Some appeared to feel the force of the re- 
marks which I made. Sailors and marines were peculiarly atten- 
live....Most of my hearers, on that day, are vow in eternity.— 
Commodore Perry expressed a desire to have his men furnished 
with Bibles.”” It will be observed, that the fleet sailed almost im- 
mediately after this service, on the expedilion which delivered 
N. Conn. from all present dread of the Indians. ‘The devout ia 
that region contemplated their deliverance, as a signal answer tu 
the prayers of God's people. 

In Granville, Licking county, Ohio, the Rey. Timothy Harris 
has a pastoral charge. In the course of a year from the beginning 
of Sept 1812, he labored about three months, as a misssonary in 
that part of the country. With great satisfaction he observed an 
improvement in the moral state of society, even among some who 
had lived almost beyond hope—He seldom beheld a careless, ot 
inattentive assembly. ‘There was a growing esteem of evangeli- 
cal ministers ; and an in¢reasing desire to have such ministers a 
mong them.—He found a goodly number unusually alive to God ; 
and he was unable to describe, how much they mourned, on ac- 
count of their destitute situation in its effects on Lhemselves; and, 
especially, as it afected the rising and wicked generation aroun 
them. Such mourners in Zion apparently prized it asa grealii 
privilege to enjoy one sabbath in the sanctuary, than many pro- 
lessors do the stated preaching of a year. 


(To be continued.) 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE CON. EVAN. MAGAZINE. 


Rev. Sirs, January 5, 1814. 
You will find enclosed a five dollar note, which I wish to be 
appropriated to Foreign Missions. I would transmit it to the Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ; but as the distance is so 
much greater, and as I take your Magazine I choose to send it to 
you.—I wish to aid the missionary cause, and sincerely rejoice that 
God is, at the present day, doing such great things for the pro- 
mulgation of the gospe!. Wherever I sce zeal in the missionary 
cause, my heart kindles into love and joy, and breathes forth 
praises to God. If you think this will excite the zeal of others, 
you are at liberty to insertit. I hope I shall be able to continue 
the same donation annually ; and, if possible, to encrease the sum. 
What immense sums of money are lavished in luxury and pride ' 
but Oh, how few in comparison are as liberal to give to Jesus, and 
to rescue deluded immortals from eternal darkness! Oh, that peo- 
ple could believe Uhat their silver and gold are the Lord’s. Happy 
would it be for God’s creatures to feel that they are not their own: 
and be fully persuaded that it is more biessed ts give than to re 
ceive. A FRIEND. TO MISSIONS, 
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Donations to the Missionary Socie’y of Connecticut. 
18153. 
Nov. 6. From Rev. Abel Flint, avails of Magazines, sold, S$ 3 00 


Dec. 8. From Rev. Marshfield Steeie, collected in New- 
Sctlements,. . . . 


. : 9 9] 


$12 91 


24+ 


Reccived by Mr. Pever W.Gatriaunet, to be trasinilted to ihe 
Lreasurcr of the Foreign Missionary Socicty. 
1815. 


Vecember S. From a Friend of Missions at Glastenbury, $ 3 .... 
1814. 
January 15. From the hands of P. B. Gleason & Co. ) 
received by them....from a friend " 5 
Missions, 
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